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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SENIOR MINISTER 

 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 To prepare to write this report, I look back over my 2018 calendar and all 
of our bulletin announcements for the year.   Our level of activity is amazing!  We 
are truly a “24/7/365” church.  The point is not to be busy for the sake of being 
busy.  Each program is intended to help us fulfill our mission statement:  
“Growing people to serve God and others.”  If you are reading this report as 
someone new to this congregation, please don’t hesitate to reach out and ask 
questions about what we have to offer!   
 
 Here are some of the HIGHLIGHTS of the year for me, events which had 
a consequential impact on our life together and/or were significant projects for 
me personally: 
 
 The Daniel Plan!  Over 150 of us participated in this wellness initiative, 
resulting in better health and new relationships.  Huge thanks to Kim Rose and 
Cheryl Updegraff who coordinated the program and to all who served as small 
group leaders.  I love seeing the ways that the church is able to help people 
connect their faith with their daily lives, so the Daniel Plan success was 
especially gratifying to me. 
 
 The ordination and installation of the Rev. Beau Dansizen!   This event 
was meaningful and joy-filled, and I am truly delighted to share in ministry with 
Beau. 
 
 The five members of the ALUCC Program Staff (me, Beau, Nate Taylor, 
Tim Schulz and Kim Rose) traveled to Kansas City in the fall to attend the 
Leadership Institute sponsored by the Church of the Resurrection, a United 
Methodist congregation in Kansas City led by the Rev. Adam Hamilton.  We 
learned a lot from our workshops at this thriving church; it was an excellent team-
building opportunity, as well. 
 
 I thoroughly enjoy planning worship alongside our Worship Planning Team 
which includes our music staff, our Worship Design Committee (Carolyn Coy, 
Teri Ann Jasany, Maureen Johnson, Drew Small, and Linda Yonkers), Tim 
Schulz, Dinah Hunt and Beau.  Special thanks to Tim for his excellent graphic 
design, and to him and Dinah for their work each week with our visuals.   Several 
worship experiences stand out to me.  During the spring “50 Days of Joy” focus 
we spotlighted The Book of Joy by Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama; many 
church members read the book as well.  Our “Extraordinary” series highlighted 
the lives of those ordinary people whose lives become saintlike as they live their 
faith and commitment to justice.  A showing of the film documentary about Mr. 
Rogers attracted over 100 people! 
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 Our 2018 word of the year was “compassion.”  We connected that word to 
a series of sermons during Lent, and to the work of our Mission Team, and 
showed the film, “Wonder.”   We held our first Mental Health Awareness Sunday 
in the spring and our first Addiction Awareness Sunday in the fall.  A church-wide 
discussion of the book Dreamland (about the opiate epidemic and Ohio’s 
connection to it) drew dozens; thanks to Lou Suarez for leading the discussion.    
  

Along with my husband Doug Brill and Mike Carr (church member and 
professional counselor), I co-led a couples retreat in January.  I enjoyed 
organizing an adult field trip to the Cleveland Museum of Art in March; thanks to 
Judith Spencer for serving as our tour guide!  During the summer, we 
purchased the rights for one viewing of “Screenagers” and offered the community 
the chance to see this film about how parents can talk about the use of screens 
with their teenagers.  We ended the year with a Member Recognition Sunday, 
honoring all of those who have been members 30 or more years, and displayed 
some church memorabilia in conjunction with the Avon Lake bicentennial. 

  
August’s Weekend of Service was the best and biggest yet; thanks again 

to Kim Rose for coordinating, and all who helped and participated.  And – 
speaking of biggest and best – our Fall Fest in October attracted over 500, many 
of them from outside the church, making this one of our most successful 
outreach events.  Big thanks to Lauren Welling, Maryann Ruben, Meredyth 
McKenzie, and many church staff members! 

 
Unfortunately, the work of our Safety Team grew in importance this year 

as once again houses of worship were targets of violence.  We are working hard 
to make sure our church is as safe as possible.  We conducted a partial 
evacuation drill this past summer.  You will be hearing more from this team 
during 2019; we are so fortunate to have Mark Spaetzel leading this effort. 

 
This year two support groups began meeting monthly.  Our Mental Health 

Support Group is led by Mike Carr and Stephen Minister Teri Ann Jasany and is 
for anyone who has a family member living with a mental illness.  Our Caregivers 
Support Group is co-led by Stephen Ministers Sara Follmer and Lee Girman 
and is for anyone caring for a loved one or multiple loved ones. 

 
MISSION:   
 
2018 was a year of change for many of our mission partners.  Lorain 

County Habitat for Humanity is experiencing some staff transition.  We are in 
close communication with them and hope to resume our active relationship with 
them by spring.  I want to thank Doug and Sandy Rider for serving as our liaison 
with them for many years; together they helped to publicize and raise money for 
Habitat here at our church.  Doug was instrumental in coordinating our work 
crews.  As they step down from that capacity, I want them to know how grateful 
we are that they made that ministry possible for so many years! 

 
Family Promise (Interfaith Hospitality Network) folded its services into the 

work of Neighborhood Alliance/Haven Center.  Haven Center has been and 



 3 
	  

continues to be our mission partner; we want to increase our involvement with 
them in the future. 

 
Finally, I want to share some good news about Anil and Teresa Henry.  

They are now serving in southern India, helping to start a new satellite hospital 
connected with the medical school they attended at Vellore.  It seems to be a 
perfect fit for them!   

 
CHALLENGES: 
 
We continue to look for ways for members to get to know each other.  

Occasional “nametag Sundays” seem to help.  Small groups, from PrimeTimers 
to Men’s Prayer Group to Mom’s Group and others provide opportunities.  Annual 
retreats are unhurried times for conversation.   

 
Our Adult Education Team is mourning the loss of several active 

participants, notably the death of Richard Turner in 2017 and the move of Phill 
and Cindy Wadsworth in 2018.  The Adult Bible Study I lead on Wednesday 
mornings at 10:30 is always open to new students, and our Sunday Roundtable 
group is considering a new format.  Adult Education takes place most robustly 
during CrossTraining – six weeks in the fall and six weeks in the spring.   If you 
have interest in teaching a CrossTraining class, please let me know! 

 
Church Council and our Finance Team faced the challenge of a few 

months with very tight cash flow due to a need to repair a section of our roof.  To 
try to prevent that from happening in the future, we asked church members to 
help us end the year in the black, and we are developing a long-range plan for 
building repairs and renovations.  

 
PERSONNEL: 
 
In 2018, we said “Goodbye and thank you” to several employees, and 

“Welcome aboard” to several others. 
 
Karyn Jacobson resigned as Office Manager and was replaced by Lynn 

Miller; I loved working with Karyn and can’t believe how fortunate we are to have 
Lynn serving in that capacity now!  Dave Uthe resigned as custodian and was 
replaced by Diane Velez, a church member who helps care for our building 
diligently!  We also began a professional relationship with Dave Witzigreuter 
who serves as our Physical Plant Supervisor on an independent contractor basis.  
Under Dave’s leadership, many projects are being accomplished; it’s great fun to 
have him here!  Another church member, and active volunteer, Eileen Zakel was 
hired to serve as our Christian Education coordinator.  Primarily in charge of 
Sunday School, she is able to work with teachers, parents and students 
especially when Beau is in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.  Many thanks to 
Kim Banks who so graciously served in this capacity previous to Eileen. 

 
I am grateful to every member of the Avon Lake UCC Staff.  All of us are 

well-supervised by our Personnel Committee (this isn’t the case in every church, 
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so it’s worth mentioning!)  I thank the Personnel Committee for granting me an 
alternative sabbatical.  I will be taking two weeks’ sabbatical leave each year for 
the next six years, in lieu of a three-month sabbatical taken all at one time.   

Speaking more personally:  you can’t be a pastor in one place for 24 
years without becoming attached to people…of course.  Many funerals are 
difficult, and they are becoming more so.  It was particularly hard to say goodbye 
this past spring to Lenore Marken.  She had served as Moderator during my time 
here and was someone I often turned to as advisor and confidante.  I know many 
of you miss her as much as I do.  I continue to be grateful for the cloud of 
witnesses, those who have gone before us who have left legacies of service and 
generosity, making us a better place and leaving us better people.  This fall we 
were notified that Richard Turner left a gift to our Endowment Fund and another 
gift to our Music/Memorial Fund.  These gifts make a tremendous difference!   

 
PLANS FOR 2019: 
 
Our Word of the Year is Sabbath.  It was Tim Schulz who suggested it, 

and I think it’s a perfect focus for our often frazzled and distracted lifestyles.  
Throughout the year, we will be mentioning the meaning of Sabbath in our 
sermons and calling to your attention ways you can learn more about and 
experience the spiritual practice of Sabbath.   

 
I am excited about another adult field trip I’m planning in 2019 – this one 

to the Maltz Museum and the Temple Tifereth; watch for information in the 
weekly email and bulletin announcements.  I’m also looking forward to spring 
CrossTraining; we already have six adult classes planned! 

 
Last spring we engaged in a series of initial conversations about plans for 

the next decade of our church.  It became clear that this is an effort that needs 
more time and intention.  We hope to set up a series of meetings (ideally most of 
them in home settings) where we can gather in small groups to create a five-ten 
year plan for our ministry and mission.  We would like these meetings to take 
place in the spring, then we will spend the second half of the year compiling them 
into specific initiatives, including the afore-mentioned long-range plan for our 
physical plant.  Stay tuned for details coming soon! 

 
In 2019 we will celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Good Neighbor Thrift 

Shop (on Sunday, April 28.)  We have also received notice that the Thrift Shop 
manager, Mary Carlson, will be retiring at the end of May.  The Thrift Shop 
board and the Personnel Committee will be posting that job opening soon.  The 
Thrift Shop is a ministry in itself to those it serves, as well as an invaluable 
source of support to the mission programs of the church.  I will be working closely 
with the Thrift Shop Team to help ensure a smooth transition – and to thank Mary 
(and all the volunteers) for doing such a beautiful job! 
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SPECIAL THANKS: 
 
Working with Bob Miller as Moderator has been a great experience – not 

only for all of the legal advice he has given us!  His passion for making the 
church better is commendable and contagious! 

 
 I want to thank Dennis Runyon who is completing his term as head of the 
Trustees.  Dennis has spent many hours improving the church’s building and 
grounds, including careful oversight of the roof project this past year.  To Pete 
Barth of the Mission Team:  thank you for hours of work, your sense of humor, 
and renewed relationships with our mission partners.  To Scott MacDonald:  
many thanks for heading up our Finance Team and preparing our budget with 
patience and attention to detail.  Thank you to Maryann Ruben who has served 
as head of Faith Formation, and Tom Hamilton, ending his term as head of 
Personnel.  I look forward to working with many leaders whose terms are 
continuing, including Sandy Garrett of our Worship Team.   
  
 I could go on and on with my expressions of gratitude to staff, leadership, 
members who do extraordinary acts of service in quiet ways, those who pray for 
this church, those who generously support this church, those who contribute their 
talents…each part of the body is necessary.  As we all work together, we 
become what we are:  a group of people who knows how to have fun together, all 
of us seeking to follow in the way Jesus set before us, trying our best to make a 
difference for good. 
 

So thank you, members and friends of the Avon Lake United Church of 
Christ.  It is a deep honor to serve as your Senior Minister. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kelly B. Brill 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Members and friends of the Avon Lake United Church of Christ, 

 2018 has been an amazing year. It was my first chance to experience the 
life of ALUCC from January 1 to December 31 in its entirety! What a wonderful 
experience. This was also the year where I was able to finally complete a major 
milestone in my faith journey in ministry. On July 14th, right here at ALUCC, I was 
granted full ordained ministerial standing by the United Church of Christ. This 
journey took many years to complete, nearly 7 in all from the day I felt the call to 
ordained ministry, and it has taken me many places. I have been both honored 
and blessed by God to receive a call to such an incredible congregation. Your 
Senior Minister, Kelly Brill, has been an outstanding leader and an incredible 
mentor for me, and I look forward to many more years here at ALUCC. 

LOOKING BACK 

Pre-confirmation was great again in 2018. This tradition offers fourth grade 
students an abbreviated version of confirmation, including basic lessons in 
worship, mission, theology, the UCC, the local church and the sacraments. The 
class gathers in worship on the last day to celebrate the sacrament of Holy 
Communion with friends and family and to receive recognition for their 
accomplishment of finishing the course. This year I hope to incorporate acolyte 
training into the course. 

VBS was another record-breaker! Thanks to all the people who took part – 167 
children and 72 volunteers who came from as far away as Iowa! If you are 
keeping count, that is nearly 240 – 100 more people than last year! The week 
was a wonderful outreach to the children of the community. Before coming to 
ALUCC I met VBS with a great deal of reluctance, but now it is the highlight of 
my summer. I cannot take the credit for the success – the trail was put down 
before I began by Kim Banks and Julie Reimer and the wonderful volunteers. I 
just followed in their footsteps. 

I have had the blessing of being able to both assist and lead worship with Rev. 
Kelly Brill on a regular basis. Obviously, I cannot be in two places at once, so 
Eileen Zakel joined the staff as the Christian Education Coordinator. Just like her 
predecessor, Kim Banks, Eileen has been such a blessing to the Faith Formation 
ministry. She brought years of experience in education and has really helped 
maintain the well oiled machine that is the Christian Education and Faith 
Formation program here at ALUCC. This allows me to focus more on the ministry 
side of things. I know that the families of ALUCC join me in expressing their 
appreciation for all her hard work. 

Curriculum is still in a state of flux. The world is constantly changing and we must 
keep up. Unfortunately, curriculum writers and publishers (especially for 
churches) seem really to struggle to keep things interesting. In 2019 we hope to 
tweak the curriculum for Preschool and for the 5-7th grade to make them more 
age appropriate and interesting. 

Bill Calkins, Melissa Droke and Jen Schilens stepped up to help me lead Mid-
High Mayhem (youth group for 4th and 5th grades), which has gone from a 
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quarterly event to a monthly event. We peaked at 58 kids, nearly double that of 
the previous program year. We introduced a new program for 2nd and 3rd grade 
kids – Primary-Panda-monium – which is also a monthly event. Bill Calkins and 
Jim Droke have helped me lead that group which has a steady 10 – 20 kids. 

We also began a drama club for kids of all ages every month. Jen Schilens has 
really helped to lead the group of around 30 kids as we explore skits, improv, 
movement and drama. 

During Cross Training in the fall I led a group in a class called “Introduction to 
Puppetry” where participants learned how to use and make their very own hand 
puppets! The puppets they created were incredibly creative, and I enjoyed 
getting to know the kids a bit more. A big thank you to Bev Stives who came in 
to help with the course! 

The calendar year ended with the annual Christmas Pageant. I sent out an email 
to the families of ALUCC asking if anyone would like a speaking part. The 
response was overwhelming – 45 children were ready to learn lines and 
rehearse! Unfortunately, I’m not sure that there were even 45 people there at the 
birth of Christ, so finding a 20 minute pageant with 45 speaking parts was 
impossible! I decided to write something myself, and the kids did a simply 
awesome job of making that play a reality. I encourage you to check out the 
video from the 11 am service on December 16! So many people helped with that 
play that it would be impossible to list them all, but special thanks to Julie Marlin, 
Eileen Zakel, Holly Kessler, Jen Schilens, Tim Schulz, Sara Steinman, 
Renee White, Pam Omslaer, Becky Spielmaker and all the families who 
dedicated their time and energy to the project. 

MOVING FORWARD 

The program staff, along with council, has decided that 2019 is a ‘year of 
sabbath’ as we look inward at how we reflect outward to the world. The Faith 
Formation team, as well as the family ministry, will do likewise. As such, I do not 
plan to do a lot of expansion with the program in 2019, but instead look to see 
how I can better serve the programs already in place.  

For VBS in 2019, I hope to scale back the participant number and raise up the 
level of quality. 

We have already begun the planning phases for a “Mission Experience” for kids 
currently in 5th and 6th grade, and initial signups are positive. This experience, 
taking place the first week of July 2019, will have all the trappings of a traditional 
mission trip but will serve our local community. 

Beyond these things, the rest of the focus for 2019 will be on current program 
improvement. 

I am so grateful for the myriad of people who help to make Faith Formation and 
Family Ministry such a wonderful success. I feel so blessed to be serving right 
here at ALUCC. 

Grace and Peace, 

Beau Dansizen, Associate Minister 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S RECORD BOOK 
 

We celebrated the following baptisms in 2018: 
 

Matthew John Baraona    Emery Anne Carlson 
    Child of Michael and Elizabeth          Child of Cole and Mary Beth 
Olivia Carolyn Chockla    Otto Leland Johns   
    Child of Aaron and Melissa       Child of Kyle and Marta 
Raelynn Annalise Klickner    Claire Elizabeth Knoepp 
    Child of Michael and Rebecca          Child of Robert and Elizabeth 
Gavin Daniel Knoepp    Aiden Scot Kouvousis 
    Child of Robert and Elizabeth          Child of Lee and Erin 
Andrew David Kouvousis    Giovanni Dominic Mauer 
    Child of Lee and Erin           Child of Dominic and Danielle 
Jake Alexander McKinley    Callie Elizabeth Petrucci 
    Child of William and Alyssa          Child of Joy 
Brooke Olivia Taylor     
    Child of Nathaniel and Lisa     
 
 

Adults 
 

Ashley Michelle Wolfe 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

We mourned the passing of the following members and friends in 2018: 
 

Mary Able    Patricia Armitage 
Lawrence Arnold   Suzanne Kirby 
Thomas Kirk    Irene Kropf 
Steve Levine    Lenore Marken 
Irish Peepers    Nancy Probst  

 Marshall Willson   Ruth Willson   
 Regina Wise    John Picken 
 
 

WEDDINGS 
 

The following couples were united in Holy Matrimony in 2018: 
 

Kristen Nicole Scheutzow   Jessica Marie Myers  
Coulton Michael Waite   Matthew Charles Hayslett   
 
Jennifer Lea Snyder    Jamie Lee Bagin  
John James McNulty   Dominick Antonio Scarpelli 
 
Laura Ann Smith 
Karen Virginia Geiger 
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AVON LAKE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

ANNUAL MEETING 

January 28, 2018 

 

Nate Taylor welcomed everyone to the Annual Chili Cook-Off and lunch was 
served. At 12:50, Reverend Dr. Kelly Brill gave the invocation. Bob Miller opened 
the meeting with a declaration that a quorum of 50 attendees had not only been 
met but was exceeded. He then made a request to approve the minutes from the 
2017 Annual Meeting. Lynn Miller so moved and Pete Barth seconded the 
motion. The minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Staff Reports 

The Reverend Dr. Kelly Brill gave her report. She noted that one of the projects 
for 2018 is to develop a communication plan to help our church coordinate 
messaging about all of the programs and activities through various media 
channels. She mentioned that while our finances are in good standing, she 
continues to work to provide a broad-based sustained giving ethic within the 
congregation. She is grateful for the extra effort this year of the Endowment 
Team to build this funding resource and noted a new fund created by Dave and 
Sandy Dibbell. She shared the further good news that 2018 has begun with some 
substantial anonymous donations to the What If mortgage reduction campaign.  
Kelly expressed gratitude for the hard work and fellowship of the ALUCC staff 
and thanked them for all they do for her and our congregation. Finally, Kelly also 
thanked all of those who work for the benefit of the church and its missions. 

Beau Dansizen provided a report of his first year as Associate Minister. He is 
grateful to the staff and many volunteers who have helped orient him to this new 
position and worked alongside him as he has implemented ideas to build the 
Faith Formation and youth programming offered by ALUCC. Beau extended 
thanks to Kim Banks for her extensive efforts with the Sunday School program.  
Please refer to Beau’s report for specific plans for the coming year. 

Reports were presented by staff members Nate Taylor and Tim Schulz. Reports 
were also presented by Moderator Bob Miller, Treasurer Roger Welling, Financial 
Secretary Dave Dibbell, and Rich General from the Endowment Team.  Please 
refer to the written reports of individual Teams in the 2017 Annual Report 
document. 

Old Business 

There was no old business. 
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New Business 

Scott MacDonald, of the Finance Team, presented and reviewed the proposed 
budget for 2018. Doug Rider made a motion to accept the budget as written. 
Glenn Williams seconded. The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Ron Pallinger presented the candidates for membership on the various Teams 
for 2018. The list of candidates appears in the 2017 Annual Report. Bonnie 
Fraser made a motion to approve the slate of candidates as presented. Dave 
Dibbell seconded. The motion passed on unanimous voice vote. 

 

Chili Cook-Off Winners 

The results of the Chili Cook-Off were presented by the 2018 Confirmation Class. 
The Golden Ladle winners are: 

Best Spicy Chili—Alex Masgras 
Best Vegetarian Chili—Amy Nasr 
Best Wild Game Chili—Nate Taylor 
Best Chili Name—C.J. Jasany 
Best Daniel Plan Chili—Reverend Dr. Kelly Brill 
Best Overall Chili—Kurt Zbin 

 

Beau Dansizen led the benediction, and the meeting was adjourned at 1:52 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Maureen Johnson 

Church Clerk 
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MODERATOR’S REPORT 
 
In 2018, we continued to grow as a congregation, both in numbers and in the 
scope of our programs and missions, while at the same time dealing with 
challenges, some expected and some unanticipated.  With the work of the 
ministers and staff, your help, and the Lord’s, we continued to strive toward our 
purpose of “Growing people to serve God and others.” Some of the highlights are 
below, but you will find more examples and details throughout this annual report. 
 
New Members: During 2018, 53 new members joined our congregation, 
including 19 confirmands! 
 
Ordination of our Associate Minister: On July 14 we celebrated the ordination 
of Beau Dansizen, our full-time Associate Minister for Children and Families. 
 
Mission Central 

• Opioid Epidemic – Led by our Mission Team, we are responding to the 
opioid epidemic by helping support the group homes run by Primary 
Purpose, Road to Hope, and Margeau’s House for men and women 
struggling with addiction. 

• Second Annual Weekend of Service – 317	   volunteers participated in 
projects such as painting at the Thrift Shop, hosting an ice cream social at 
Beachpark Towers and a cookout at Road to Hope for residents and their 
families, painting at Haven Center, donating blood for the American Red 
Cross, and more, including a children’s mission project. 

• While we continued to assist them in 2018, two of our traditional mission 
partners have faced challenges: 
o Habitat for Humanity – we continued work on two houses this past 

year.  Habitat is in the process of locating a new general contractor, 
though, and has dealt with other issues as well.  Meanwhile, after 
years of devoted service on this project, for which we are very grateful, 
Doug and Sandy Rider have stepped aside from their leadership role.  
We look forward to working to revitalize our relationship with Habitat in 
2019. 

o Family Promise of Lorain County, which ran the Interface Hospitality 
Network, decided it needed to effectively merge into Neighborhood 
Alliance, which operates Haven Center.  We thank all of the IHN 
volunteers and leadership team over the years, with special thanks to 
Judy Reich.  We will seek other ways to assist the homeless in the 
future. 
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Programs – Continued Strength 

• Children, Teen and Young Adult Programs 

o Senior High Mission Trip – 92 volunteers helped improve 4 homes and 
4 community buildings in Bar Harbor, Maine, working with Seacoast 
Mission.  This year they will go to Slidell, Louisiana, to spend a week 
with the Epworth Project on projects such as home repairs for the low 
income and elderly in the New Orleans area. 

o Junior High Mission Trip – 49 volunteers spent a week assisting the summer 
children's program at Washington U.C.C. in Cincinnati, as well as handing out 
care packages for the homeless. 

o Young Adults – Senior Excursion to the Allegheny National Forest; 
young adult reunions, and, under consideration, a possible young adult 
mission trip 

o Mid-High Mayhem – now a regular monthly program for 4th and 5th 
graders (recent attendance of 58!) 

o Primary Panda-monium – youth group for 2nd and 3rd graders 
o Vacation Bible School – 167 children attended – up from 105 in 2017 

• Spiritual Health – Worship Services, Sermon Roundtable, Cross-Training, 
Prayer Groups, Bible Study  

• Healthy Relationships and Support Groups – Men’s Retreat, Women’s 
Retreat, Couples Retreat, parenting groups, Stephen Ministers (19 
currently serving and over 50 trained) 

• Physical Health – Faith and Fitness, Dance, Yoga, and the Daniel Plan 

• Fun and Fellowship – Chili Cookoff, Cornhole Tournament, Dirty Dog 
Wash and 5K, Dinners and Movies, Progressive Dinners, Fall Festival, 
and so much more 

 
Building and Grounds/Technology 
2018 was a year of important strides with respect to our building and technology, 
but presented significant challenges as well.  Both trends are likely to continue in 
2019 and beyond. 

• Unexpected roof repair, lighting replacement in the sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall, and driveway work.  The roof repair alone cost over 
$80,000 for the one section which had to be replaced. (Two more sections 
will need to be done in the future, and more driveway work is also 
expected.) Thanks to the Facilities Team and Dave Witzigreuter for their 
hard work, dedication and prudent management of these projects! 

• Upgrades to AV equipment and the AV room – new cameras, wiring and 
computer system enabling church service broadcasts in high definition.  
Thanks T.J. Frie, Tim Schulz, and Glenn Williams. 
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Financial Position – Generosity in Time, Talent and Treasure 
Our church is fortunate to be on a strong financial footing due to the continued 
generosity of our congregation, the prudent management by our stewardship 
team and staff, and all of the volunteer assistance our members give. 

• Pledges and Offerings increased to over $790,000, and total income to 
over $1,270,000. 

• Christmas Offering – over $18,500 to assist our church and further its 
mission. 

• Thrift Shop – gross income was over $230,000, and after expenses 
provided over $77,000 for donations for mission projects, the UCC wider 
mission and charitable organizations, as well as allowing for some net 
revenue beyond that – thanks to manager Mary Carlson and the Thrift 
Shop volunteers! 

• Continued reduction of the mortgage – we made payments of principal 
and interest of over $106,000 in 2018, bringing the balance to below 
$750,000 (from about $825,000 at the end of 2017). 

 
On a personal note, thanks to all of you for the opportunity to serve as Moderator 
for the last two years. It has been a pleasure and a blessing to work with all of 
you wonderful people, Ministers, Staff, Teams, and Members, who make this 
Church so special and work so hard to serve God and others. 
 
Yours in the Lord, 
 
Bob Miller 
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FAITH FORMATION 

The Faith Formation annual report supplements my Associate Minister’s report, 
so please refer to that for additional programming details. In this report I will 
highlight some numbers and changes that happened in 2018: 

• 241 unique children have attended Sunday School in 2018 (198 in 2017) 

• Program year average Sunday School attendance for preschool through 
7th grade is about 70 children. The 11 am service averages about 20-
30% higher Sunday School attendance when compared to the 9 am. 
(approximately the same as 2017) 

• Summer Sunday School attendance for Preschool through 3rd grade 
averages around 32 children  

• Primary Panda-monium, our youth group for 2nd and 3rd grade children is 
in its first year and is averaging about 15 children and growing. Highest 
attended event was in December with 20 children. (new for 2018) 

• Mid-High Mayhem, our youth group for grades 4 and 5, averages 39 
children and is growing. Highest attended event was November with 58 
kids. (16 average in 2017) 

• Drama Club for Kindergarten through 8th grade attendance averages 
around 32 (new for 2018) 

• We have a team of around 20 volunteer Sunday School teachers who 
teach on a rotation. 

• Vacation Bible School had an attendance of 167 children and 72 
volunteers. (105 and 40, respectively, in 2017) 

• Cross Training in the Spring of 2018 was our highest attended Cross 
Training to date. Included in that program was our first “Parenting 101” 
course. 

• Fall Festival, our community outreach and fellowship event, continues to 
grow. We estimated more than 400 people attended in 2018. 

• The Christmas Pageant took place on Dec 16, and featured more than 50 
children with designated parts, plus 30 additional children who 
participated on the day of the event. 

• Katherine Kotora once again brought her incredible leadership and 
talents to the children over the summer months by joining the ALUCC staff 
as our summer preschool teacher. 

• In 2018, ALUCC hired long time member and teacher, Eileen Zakel, in the 
part-time role of Christian Education Coordinator. She has been an 
asset to the program both in development and implementation. 
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I would like to thank all the members of the 2018 Faith Formation Team who 
helped to make this ministry possible, including Kim Banks, Theresa Brannen, 
Lauren Coleman, Kathy Crooks, Zoe Cummings, Kristie Flannery, Julie 
Marlin, Christine Masgras, Meredyth McKenzie, Pam Omslaer, Maryann 
Ruben, Renee White and Eileen Zakel. I would also like to thank all of the 
teachers who have volunteered their time to do the work of the church, raising 
our children to understand the ways of Christ. The value of our volunteer and 
paid teachers cannot be overstated. Thank you for all you do for our children. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Beau Dansizen 

Associate Minister of Children and Families 
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 
Here we are recapping and looking back at another year of ministry together. 
2018 was a very special year for me. The most important thing that happened 
was meeting the fifth and final member of our family early in the morning of June 
21st. Brooke Olivia Taylor has completed our family and has provided more 
laughs, more smiles, more exhausting all-nighters, more coffee 
and my heart to love more than I ever imagined possible.  
 
This little girl’s pending arrival was much anticipated. Not only by Lisa and myself 
but by Tim & Katie Schulz, Regan Pore and the rest of our adults who 
volunteered to lead our 2018 SH Mission Trip to……..Maine. With the time 
drawing closer and closer for our trip departure and still no sign of a baby girl 
arriving, I made the decision to hand the trip reins over to Regan Pore, one of my 
longtime friends and a longtime Youth Ministries volunteer.  
 
In my absence our team of adult volunteers under the leadership of Regan Pore 
was able to provide another life-changing experience for our high school 
students. They spent a week in Cherryfield, Maine, serving with an organization 
called Seacoast Mission. 66 teenagers and 24 adults assisted in a variety of 
home rehabilitation projects for families in this community. I am grateful to each 
one of our adult leaders who gave so much to make this experience possible. I 
am especially grateful to Regan Pore for her willingness to lead in my absence 
and for the incredible job she did. I will never be able to adequately thank her for 
taking on this task.  
 
These trips are my Super Bowl. They are so powerful, so filled with goodness 
and awesomeness and God’s presence – it’s really overwhelmingly uplifting. I 
missed the trip and the adventures and the worship services and the food and 
the people and the memories and the lives changed. There was no other choice 
or option though. And being there for Brooke’s birth is something I will never 
forget. And similarly so filled with goodness and awesomeness and the gift of 
new life and teeny tiny fingers and her first breaths and first time looking into our 
eyes.  
 
I share all of this because as I reflect on the past year I realize how in the midst 
of what is seemingly an endless news stream of hurt and pain and anger and 
deception and hostility there is God. Doing something new. Making a way in the 
wilderness. Knowing this was going to be our final addition to the family, it has 
made 2018 even more special. This little girl has forced me to slow down even 
more, pause even longer, be still (is that really even possible?) and soak up the 
moments and find a new appreciation for the beauty all around us.  
 
The past year has shown me what new chapters look like and new leadership 
and new beginnings. This June, only days after Brooke’s arrival I was fortunate 
enough to spend a few days at Templed Hills for the 46th edition of Sportscamp 
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and the 1st edition of Sportscamp NOT at Pilgrim Hills. It was a new space and it 
caused some of us to question if it could still be….camp. Camp as we had known 
it for so many years before. And there was God showing up. Showing us 
sunrises on South High, showing up in the words and music of worship with 170 
others, showing up in the newest campers and new friendships that developed 
over the course of a week in those hills. And after 21 years of directing and 45 
some years of camping, our own Tom Hart decided to hang up his directing 
shoes. I am personally grateful to Tom for his friendship and leadership and his 
unwavering dedication to our outdoor ministries for so many years. And so we 
continue on under the steady leadership of Renee Neron and a team of other 
Sportscamp counselors.  
 
This year has also had its shares of heartache and pain. On the final night of 
Sportscamp, longtime camp manager and my close friend, Jeff Thompson, 
passed away suddenly. It was and still is so hard to believe he is no longer here 
– being the consummate host and camp professional he was. He cared deeply 
about our camps and he cared deeply for everyone who visited them. He would 
do anything to ensure your experience at camp was as good as it could possibly 
be. I am grateful to him for all the time and energy and sweat he poured out for 
these sacred spaces. Thank you Jeff…for everything. Until we meet again.  
 
A few other things I would like to highlight from the past year…. 
 
Over 50 adults volunteered their time and talents in some way to be a part of our 
youth ministry programs in the past year. I can’t begin to explain how incredible 
that is or how incredibly awesome I think each of them are. These individuals 
come from a variety of backgrounds and interests and each one brings 
something unique and beautiful to our youth ministry programs. I am grateful for 
all the ways in which they so selflessly give of themselves to our church. I am 
even more grateful for their friendship.  
 
Our JH Mission Trip in July sold out. This was a first. We have continued to 
develop a relationship with the staff and members and families at Washington 
United Church of Christ in Cincinnati. I am beyond grateful for the continued 
leadership of Dan Walther and his dedication to this trip. He is the true definition 
of a servant leader. Our young people who attend this trip get to have one of their 
first experiences serving others. 
 
In early August we took 6 graduating seniors on our 3rd Annual Senior Excursion 
to the Allegheny National Forest. We spent a weekend camping, hiking, kayaking 
and digging into the past 18 years. We intentionally made time to be alone in the 
wilderness to ponder the questions that each of these young people will face as 
they continue on their own uniquely crafted journey through life. It is pretty 
awesome to spend this time with a group of students I have been so fortunate to 
know for so long.  
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Some of the other highlights of the year include our 10th Annual Cabin Fever 
Cornhole Tournament that raised over $12,000 for our SH Summer Mission Trip. 
We hosted another highly successful Dirty Dog 5K and Dog Wash in mid-July, 
we welcomed 18 young people from our Confirmation class into full membership 
in September and we held our chili cook-off in January and our pie-eating contest 
in October. We heard guest speakers talk about the dangers of heroin and we 
spent time sorting food for the Second Harvest Food Bank. We talked about 
God’s unfailing love for each of us, we sang, we worshiped, we laughed, we cried 
and we prayed for our concerns, for each other and for our world. It was a year 
that was long and challenging, but inspiring, rewarding and full of God’s grace.  
 
The new year is already shaping up to be a good one. We are busy making plans 
for our SH Mission Trip to New Orleans, our JH Mission Trip sold out in less than 
a day and there are so many young people looking for God’s message of 
unconditional love, hope and acceptance. The Ohio Conference is furthering their 
commitment to our camping ministry and have begun a nationwide search for an 
Executive Director. I have been asked to serve on this search committee. I hope 
to continue to provide resources and assistance to the growing number of young 
people who are battling anxiety and depression and an overwhelming feeling of 
stress. We want to assist their parents and hope to continue to expand our 
offerings to our parents in the new year. Our ability to partner with our parents on 
this issue and so many others is so incredibly important.  
 
It is truly a joy to be able to go to work every single day with such an incredible 
team of dedicated and caring individuals that make up our church staff. I am so 
thankful for each of them and for putting up with me and on Wednesday 
mornings my “crew” that passes through for a brief few moments. It is a 
testament to our entire church that there are so many awesome people working 
together on one staff.  
 
I could fill pages upon pages with words of gratitude for so many who make this 
ministry possible, who make this “work” so much stinking fun and who make my 
life better every single day. So I will simply say that I am amazed each and every 
year at how this community supports, loves and cares for its young people and 
for me and my family. It is with a whole boatload of humility that I thank each of 
you for the opportunity to serve this incredible community of faith for another 
year.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Nate Taylor 
Avon Lake U.C.C. Director of Youth Ministries 
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TEAM 
 

The Adult Christian Education team meets several times a year to plan regular 
and special event programming.  Our target audience is anyone over 18 although 
we are inspired by inter-generational programming and would love to do more of 
this.   
Our goal is to develop programming that will appeal to people at all levels of 
Christian education – from those who are new to the faith to those who have 
been actively studying the Bible their whole lives.   
We try to have a balanced offering – including traditional bible study classes as 
well as more contemporary approaches. 
• Examples of 2018 special event programming/partnerships include: 

 
o Financial Peace University  
o The Daniel Plan 
o Women’s, Men’s and Couples Retreats 
o Screening and discussion of the movie “Screenagers” 
o Regina Brett event in partnership with Westside Theological Forum 

 
• Examples of ongoing programming include: 

 
o Cross Training in the Spring and Fall 
o Sunday Roundtable 
o Mom’s Group 
o Book Clubs 
o Scripture Notes 
o Weekly Bible Study Group 
o Men’s Prayer Group 

 

We are looking for new members for our team!  You don’t need to have a degree 
in theology – just a desire to create educational programming that will have an 
immediate impact on people’s lives.  Please contact Cynthia Herr Kotora 
(ckotora1983@gmail.com) for more information or if you have ideas for adult 
education classes.  What do you need in terms of adult Christian education?  We 
would love to hear from you!! 
 
Submitted by Cynthia Herr Kotora 
Chair – Adult Christian Education Team 
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JACK-N-JILL NURSERY SCHOOL 

 
In its 49th year of operation, Jack-n-Jill continues to offer a fun and educational 
first learning experience to the children of Avon Lake and surrounding 
communities.  Our six classes of 2.5 year-old through 5-year-old children are 
learning socialization and academic skills, which will be very valuable as they 
proceed to kindergarten and beyond.  Our school has an excellent reputation for 
preparing children for the adjustment to kindergarten and we try very hard to 
keep our curriculum current and appropriate to what the local schools are 
teaching.  
 
We are presently offering one 2.5-year-old class, two 3-year-old classes, two 4-
year-old classes, and one 5-year-old class in our morning session.  This year, we 
provide only morning classes.  Afternoon enrollment has been declining over the 
past few years with only nine students during the 2017-2018 school year. 
 
Our teachers are all highly qualified educators who work very hard to teach 
children the academics necessary for success as they enter kindergarten.  
Nichole Murr, an aide in one of our three-year-old classrooms, left our staff in 
February 2018 and was replaced by Melissa Watkins.  I believe that having an 
experienced, stable teaching staff has helped to maintain our school’s fine 
reputation.  
 
We supplement our daily classroom curriculum by inviting outside speakers and 
leveraging community resources.  This year, we have the following programs 
scheduled: a fireman visit (Jim Droke), a storyteller (Bev Stives), and Lorain 
County Metro Parks.  We also provide Let’s Find Out magazines to supplement 
our classroom activities. 
 
Building improvements and maintenance are always a concern in the education 
wing, and I want to express our appreciation to the Trustees, Dave Witzigrueter, 
and the Saturday Morning Work Crew for all of the time and effort they spend 
fixing various items. Joe Romano and Diane Velez provide excellent care of our 
classrooms which are clean and in good working condition.  Our staff certainly 
appreciates everything they do for us. We had a great year regarding 
attendance; the cleanliness of the rooms is a big part of helping our students stay 
healthy. 
 
The addition of so many childcare programs in the area has changed the 
demand for our classes and we are making a concerted effort to attract new 
families and hold onto those who have attended in the past. St. Joseph opened a 
preschool this fall.  However, we have a high percentage of families who stay 
with Jack-n-Jill for our four-year-old classes or our five-year-old class.  We have 
a Facebook page for the school as well as utilize email for parent 
communication. This technology has enabled us to spread word about the 
success of our preschool.  
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We continue to provide a program called Lunch Bunch.  Parents can choose to 
extend their child’s day at Jack-n-Jill by 60 minutes for an additional charge.  
During this time, the children eat a packed lunch brought from home, play, and 
participate in teacher-led activities.  It is offered to the students on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. The program has been extremely successful this past 
year. 
 
In addition to our traditional fall fundraiser, we sell recordings of our programs 
and slide shows featuring our students throughout the year.  The parents love 
this memento, and the profits from both programs benefit the Jack-n-Jill budget.  
We also participate in a fundraiser at Marco’s Pizza.  The students decorate 
pizza boxes and order pizza that is placed in their boxes.    
 
There are many people to thank for the success of Jack-n-Jill.  Our sincere 
thanks go to the Boards of Christian Education and Stewardship for their 
continual support, and special thanks, as always, to Kelly Brill, Beau Dansizen, 
Nate Taylor, Kim Rose, Lynn Miller, Jill Eston, and Tim Schulz for their input, 
guidance and assistance.  With all of this help, Jack-n-Jill continues to be a 
wonderful place to begin learning! 
 
Melody Rice 
Director, Jack-n- Jill Nursery School 
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PARISH NURSE  
 

“God encourages us to take care of our bodies in a responsible way.” 
I Corinthians 6:19 

 

As I write my Annual Parish Nurse Report, I am beginning my 16th year as a 
Parish Nurse.  I truly feel blessed to be a part of the Caring Ministry Outreach of 
our church family.  Together with our pastors, Stephen Ministers, Mission Team, 
and church family we are responding to church family needs as well as identified 
needs outside our church family.   
 

We continue to utilize the support of the Mercy Parish Nurse program whose 
mission is “to make a fundamental difference in the health status of the 
community we serve.”   The goal of our Parish Nurse Program, as well as 
Mercy’s outreach, is to meet the emotional, spiritual, and physical needs of the 
individual by utilizing the resources of the church, health care system, and 
community.  Mercy Hospital provides a monthly educational/Parish Nurse 
support meeting.  I also attend the North East Ohio Parish Nurse meetings; this 
group has continued to support each other after Fairview Hospital, which started 
our program, decided no longer to provide leadership for a Parish Nurse 
Program.  I also attend Continuing Education meetings, as subject is appropriate, 
for Parish Nursing. 
 

Never before in the years of my Parish Nursing has the Bible verse at the 
beginning of my report been more appropriate.  The following new programs 
were begun in 2018: 
 

• The Daniel Plan:  preparations for launching this program began in the 
fall of 2017.   A total of 150 persons indicated they were interested in 
participating; 12 agreed to assume leadership roles.  The Daniel Plan 
essentials are:  Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus, and Friends.  The Goal of the 
Daniel Plan is “better health and wellness the way God intended us to 
live.”  Our program was supported by the Center for Functional Medicine 
at The Cleveland Clinic.  The program is designed to support each other 
by meeting in small groups at many different times for a six week period 
and following the challenge to a Healthier Life.  It was so fun to work on 
achieving a healthier lifestyle together!  We had a screening provided by 
CCF in January and a follow up screening in March to measure our 
success; a third screening was provided in August.  We may not be 
following the Daniel Plan the way we did for the six week period but we all 
gained valuable information on how to achieve a healthier life style. 
 

•  A Mental Health Support Group began meeting monthly in October on 
the first Tuesday of the month.  This is a support group for those with 
family members or loved ones currently dealing with a mental illness.  The 
group is led by Mike Carr, a clinical professional who currently works for 
The Cleveland Clinic.  Mike is assisted by Teri Ann Jasany, a Stephen 
Minister.  The desire for this group resulted from our six week program 
‘Understanding Mental Illness’ provided by NAMI during Cross Training in 
2017. 
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• A Caregiver’s Support Group began meeting in August and continues to 
meet monthly on the third Tuesday, in the evening, at the church.  Many in 
our church family are in ‘Caregiver Mode’ (caring for children and 
grandchildren at the same time caring for aging parents, part of the 
‘sandwich generation.’)  This group assists in supporting each other on 
this journey.  The facilitators are two of our Stephen Ministers, Sara 
Follmer and Lee Girman. 

 

And the following programs continued: 
• Flu shots were offered at the church on a Sunday in September by 

Walgreens. 
• A "Safe Driver’s" Program was offered following the Prime Timer’s 

Luncheon in October. The goal was to increase awareness of diminished 
skills as part of the aging process. 

• A Grief support session was offered prior to the holidays, led by Kelly – 
our goal is to provide support for those on the grief journey.                                   

• Tree of Remembrance – our beautiful angels in remembrance of friends of 
the church family were hand made by Ruth Williams – special thanks! 

• Service of Remembrance -  an annual tradition. 
• Prayer Shawl Ministry – special thanks to those who provide prayer 

shawls that are shared with church family; they are always appreciated.  
What a wonderful message we send of the caring of our church family. 

• Mittens, Hats knitted by Joyful Stitchers – shared with Resource Mothers. 
• Special thanks to our very generous church family – 353 ornaments were 

taken from our Giving Tree (a Mission Team outreach) in response to the 
wishes/needs of four agencies as well as church family (Resource 
Mothers/ Primary Purpose/ St. Paul’s/ and Haven Center.) 

 

I continue to spend most of my time responding to the needs of church members.  
My response includes visiting hospitalized members, regular nursing home and 
home visits, Wednesday and Sunday office hours, as well as providing 
educational programs and awareness of programs and services. Many of our 
Stephen Ministers are assisting with visits and I am very appreciative of their 
help.   I remain involved in the Mission Outreach and Caring Ministry programs, 
including Stephen Ministers and The Mission Team. 
 

It continues to be a privilege to serve.  I love being a part of the new opportunities 
our Mission Team is providing.  I treasure the special friendships.  It is wonderful 
that when help is needed someone is always there to respond to the need.  
Special thanks to the Doorstep Dinner Group (facilitated by Lois Davis) and the 
Heavenly Helpers (facilitated by Christine Carr) who have responded to many, 
many requests and all who have said “I can help.” We are part of a very caring 
church family.  Special thanks to Lynn Miller and Jill Eston who provide 
awareness of church family needs and to Tim Schulz and Kim Rose who provide 
much support in communication of programs and needs and lots of Signup 
Genius creations.  And always gratitude for Kelly for her leadership, guidance, 
and support. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cheryl Updegraff, RN, B.S 
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STEPHEN MINISTERS 
 
For nearly 30 years Stephen Ministers (see Acts 6:1-6) at ALUCC have cared for 
people with life crises: illness, death or illness of a loved one, grief, job loss and 
divorce, among others.  We are not professional counselors; we are people of 
faith who have been trained in active listening and whose role is to walk with a 
care receiver in Christian love.  The program is confidential; no names of care 
receivers are shared. 
 
Our Stephen Ministry is funded by an endowment from Catherine and Ernest 
Walker and their family, and by other caring, generous church members.  We are 
grateful for their generosity and foresight, which provide funds for care-giving 
training and extensive leadership training from headquarters in St. 
Louis.  Leaders at present are David Holmes, Denise Mathews, Bill Parsons, 
Judy Reich, Maryann Ruben and Cheryl Updegraff.  Their contact information 
along with general SM info is in the racks near Fellowship Hall.  Other caregivers 
are Sandy Dibbell, Marge Fehlner, Sara Follmer, Debbie George, Lee 
Girman, Teri Ann Jasany, Penny Simmelink, Lynn Miller, Bill Stives, Deb 
Suarez and Roger Welling. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Judy Reich 
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WORSHIP TEAM 

The 2018 Worship Team consisted of 13 Deacons, Sandy Garrett, Chairperson.  
Other members were Valerie Tanzilli, Jim Tanzilli, Jeff Chase, Cindi 
Dansizen, Hilary Runyon, Heather Wilhelm, Dinah Hunt, Heather Tuck-
Macalla, Gail Salco, Cathy Harvey, Nelle Doyle and Debbie DeMars.  Gary 
DeMars served as adjunct deacon.   Some members were responsible for 
contacting church members to be Ushers, Greeters and Acolytes for each 
Sunday service.   

Coffee hour supplies and arranging for coffee hour volunteer scheduling has 
been provided by Deacon Dinah Hunt.   

Communion elements were provided for the 1st Sunday of the month and when 
deemed necessary by Pastor Kelly Brill.  Jim Tanzilli was lead Deacon for 
communion. 

The lead Deacons for providing acolytes were Heather Wilhelm and Hilary 
Runyon. 

Greeters were provided by Sandy Garrett and Ushers by Valerie Tanzilli and 
Nelle Doyle. 

The Worship Decorating Committee falls under the umbrella of the Worship 
Team.  This committee meets with Kelly to discuss worship series themes and 
provides any decorating needed to help with each theme throughout the year.  
The decorating budget is included in the Worship Team's budget. 

All the Deacons signed up for available deacon duty each Sunday.  The Deacon 
on Duty was responsible for seeing the Worship service went smoothly by 
providing instructions to the Ushers and Acolytes.  Deacons also assisted with 
baptisms, lighting, and overall assistance for safety and guidance of the 
congregation during worship services.   

This year the Deacons attended a meeting by the lead of the Safety Committee, 
Mark Spaetzel, to determine emergency safety procedures during Sunday 
worship services.   Safety meetings will continue in 2019.  Sandy Garrett and Jeff 
Chase are members of the Safety Committee. 

The Worship Team budget for 2018 was $8,405.00 with a balance of $3,160 at 
the end of the year.  The majority of expenses went for coffee hour supplies and 
altar flower expenses.  It was requested that the budget amount for 2019 remain 
the same. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Garrett 

Worship Team Chairperson 2018	  
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THE CHOIR 
 
Our adult choir has been working together for six years and has enjoyed leading 
the music at the 9:00 traditional worship service.  The choir members love to sing 
and laugh and welcome new singers. There is a broad range of experience within 
the choir; the singers are affirming and are supportive of one another.  It is a 
blessing that we have the opportunity to express our faith and inspire others each 
week through our music-making. The choir sings music carefully selected to 
support the scripture and message of the worship services.  
 
The choir presented special Lenten anthems accompanied by trumpet and 
French horn in March. For Music Sunday in June, Ruth Williams arranged a 
piece for choir, handbells and worship band called “How Firm a Foundation.” The 
choir also presented anthems accompanied by guitar and drums and others with 
clarinet and cello. A December celebration was presented called “Canticle of Joy” 
by Joseph Martin. The director responded to an advertisement on an online 
church music list by a church in Wisconsin who was giving away over $700 of 
choral scores and orchestral parts to a church who would perform the “Canticle 
of Joy” with orchestra. They decided that ALUCC was a good match for the 
music and we loved putting the music together with an orchestra of twelve 
players. 
 
New members are always welcome!  No auditions—just beautiful music, fun, and 
fellowship that puts a smile on your face and warms your heart. Just commit to 
one hour on Wednesdays for rehearsal and come at 8:30 on Sunday mornings to 
sing for the 9:00 worship service. 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
 
Our church has had and will continue to have a wide variety of styles and musical 
flavors represented in the sounds of the Celebration Handbell Choir, the organ 
and piano music, the Anchored in Faith Band and the adult Choir. It has been my 
pleasure to work with the talented and hard-working staff musicians.  It is a 
delight and privilege to work with our musicians and pastoral staff in worship 
planning, rehearsals and in the services. 
 
We plan and carry out two different worship experiences each week. Our 11:00 
service includes our worship band, current music, visual imagery, video clips and 
creative uses of art and drama. Our 9:00 service includes our worship choir, 
traditional and new hymns, and periodic uses of creative art, drama and visuals.  
I serve on the worship planning committee that considers many facets of 
worship.  These ideas develop into themes and plans for both worship services 
throughout the year. 
 
Ruth Williams plays various keyboard instruments during worship with great skill 
and style.  We are also grateful beneficiaries of her composing and arranging 



 

	   27 

abilities as she has played many original pieces for organ and has also written 
pieces for the choir.  She carefully chooses service music that incorporates the 
sermon theme or particular scriptures in each Sunday’s services. Ruth plays the 
keyboard with the band at the 11:00 service as well. In addition, Ruth provides 
music for numerous weddings and memorial services through the year.  We are 
glad that Ruth continues to “tickle the ivories” at ALUCC. 
 
Jim Kotora’s beautiful voice leads the worship band.  His experience and 
expertise has allowed him to choose and rehearse inspiring and meaningful 
music for the singers and instrumentalists in the band.   
 
Sharon Dixon displays creativity in her work with the Celebration Ringers 
Handbell Choir.  The group has played beautiful and challenging musical 
selections that consistently connect with the congregation.  Sharon also plays the 
French horn and has shared her many talents with us in worship.   
 
Several instrumentalists who are ALUCC members shared their musical skills 
with the congregation this past year.  A few were Carol Sue Beck, piano and 
organ; Donna Case, flute; Maureen Wightman, bassoon; Sharon Dixon, 
French horn; David Doyle, drummer; Phil Johnson, electric bass; and Ken 
Hunt, guitar and mandolin.  Several children played the piano or another 
instrument at the 5:00 Christmas Eve service.  
 
Cathy Harvey has continued to represent our music interests on the Worship 
Team.  She invited soloists and groups to provide summer special music.   
 
Many thanks go to Lynn Miller and Jill Eston who effectively orchestrate what 
goes on behind the scenes at our church. 
 
Mary Fancher 
Director of Music Ministry 
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NOTES FROM THE BENCH(ES) 
 
 
   Both meditation and music listening are potentially powerful tools for improving 
overall health and well-being... If the idea of listening to music seems a lot more 
practicable to you than meditating, these findings are great news. 
 
   There’s no single “music center” in the brain. “One thing people find surprising 
is that music activates nearly every region of brain we’ve mapped so far.  This 
hints at music’s universality and power to affect us. 

   A young person shares why she finds music so powerful: ‘It's indescribable 
how listening to a song can change everything. It's said that a powerful enough 
song can even change your life. Music can even teach what humanity cannot 
always – how to be human, live, feel and love'".  

   Yes, you guessed it, I've been browsing the internet again.  And if it's on the 
internet, it must be true, right?    

                                          GOT MUSIC? 

                          

   Music at ALUCC continues to steam ahead mightily along two powerful tracks, 
with enthusiastic riders on each track.  And there are those blissful, blessed few 
who can ride happily on either track.  We appreciate your support! 

   Many thanks to those who helped me (and all of us) by offering your musical 
talents as a summer soloist:  Anne E. DeChant, Cortney Sommer, Ann Nagy, 
Beau Dansizen, Tim Penton, Solid Brass, Jan Mackert, Bonnie Fraser, Holly 
Kessler, Tricia and Larry Bowersox, Don Bower, Anne Peters, Kyle White, 
Walt Frey, and Donna Case.  Next year, could we add your name? 

Here's to a harmonious 2019! 

Ruth Williams, Organist/Keyboards 
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CELEBRATION RINGERS  
 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
• On Music Sunday, we had Congregation participation. Folks picked up 

handbells and chimes before worship and were able to play with all the 
hymns that were sung that day.  

• The Celebration Ringers are meeting on Mondays at 6:30 pm. 
• Celebration Ringers did a handbell chord story on Christmas Eve called “At the 

Manger.” We had 17 kids and the Celebration Ringers play chimes as 
Beau read the Christmas Story.  

 
Ringers for 2017/2018 were: Susan Ganyard, Kelly Smolik, Jennifer Davis, 
Carol Zakel, Chris Funkhouser, Judy Reich, Sandy Dibbell, Valerie Tanzilli, 
Lynn Miller, Maureen Wightman, Kim Kalal, Lynn Kingman, Ross Kingman 
and many subs. 
 
GOALS AND CONCERNS 
• Always needing new bell ringers – especially some men/women to ring the 

larger bells. 
• Start a beginner class for adults in the evening (probably a short term 

commitment.) 
• Do more chord stories during the year 
• More involvement with the congregation playing with hymns 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2019 
• Community Concert for the Avon Lake Bicentennial will be held on January 20, 

2019, at Avon Lake High School.  Our handbells and those of the 
Presbyterian and Lutheran churches will do a mass ring. 

 
I am so blessed to be on staff at ALUCC.  The support and love from the bell 
choir and congregation during my husband's heart surgery last year was 
overwhelming.  
 
Thank you, 
Sharon Dixon, Handbell Director 
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ANCHORED IN FAITH WORSHIP BAND  

2018 was a great year for our Anchored in Faith Worship Band. We were able to 
share new worship music with our congregation and our group has grown and 
developed into a wonderful ensemble.  We are truly blessed to have these 
talented musicians and singers who love sharing God’s word with spirit and 
enthusiasm. 

While we are very excited about what we have been able to accomplish with the 
worship band at our church, we value and understand that inviting talented 
members to join our worship collective should always be an ongoing goal for us. 
If you play guitar, bass, drums, piano or other instruments and or have a passion 
for singing, we would love to invite you to join us at a rehearsal and explore if 
worship band is for you. If you are interested, please contact me at 
jameskotora@wowway.com.  We rehearse on Thursday evenings from 7:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.  Worship Band membership is open to all adults and talented youth 
who have completed Confirmation. 

Anchored in Faith will be quite busy at the start of 2019 as we have been invited 
to participate in an Avon Lake Bicentennial Concert on January 20th.  The 
concert will feature musical groups representing all of the churches in the city. In 
addition, our worship band will be performing in a Winter Worship Collective 
Concert featuring seven praise bands from local west side churches.  This 
concert will take place the evening of February 2nd at the Rocky River United 
Methodist Church.  We hope that members of our congregation will come out and 
join us for both of these special events.  

I wish to thank the members of our band, technical team and worship planning 
committee for sharing their time, talent, creativity and gifts with our church! 
Special thanks to our pastors and church family for your continued support and 
encouragement.  We look forward to leading another year of vibrant and 
meaningful worship. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. E. James Kotora, Jr. 

Music & Worship Leader 

Anchored in Faith Worship Band 
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MEMBERSHIP & MEDIA COORDINATOR 
 
For a few years now, I have said, I’m not sure if there is such a thing as a normal 
Sunday at Avon Lake UCC.  Week to week, one thing that remains normal is that 
there are always many people working behind the scenes to manage the day to 
day business and ministries of this faith community.  Volunteers and staff provide 
assistance to others, maintain our property and finances, come together for 
knowledge and fitness, they bring joy through music, and create beautiful and 
meaningful worship services. 
 
As Membership and Media Coordinator, I have the pleasure of being witness to 
the energy and passion at work in our musicians, our mission volunteers, our 
youth leaders, our leadership teams and my colleagues on staff. 
 
Each week we can see the people that have chosen to walk in the path of Christ.  
For some, that path has always been a part of their life.  Their faith journey 
continues to develop, and they have history in this place.  Often we meet others 
that are searching for a church home on their journey.  I love looking out amongst 
the pews on Sunday and seeing a family that has worshipped at ALUCC for 
multiple generations – and at the end of the same pew is a new family that has 
recently been introduced to our community. 
 

This year, Avon Lake celebrates 
200 years as a city. As Avon 
Lake’s oldest church, the church 
and city share history.  Similarly, 
both continue to grow.  As we 
expand and grow our membership, 
so too do the residential properties 
in Avon Lake (and Avon, Sheffield, 
North Ridgeville.)  We have 
experienced rapid growth in the 
number of children and young 
families served.  It is easy to say 
that is the future of this church, but 
it is very much the present and that 

is evident in the number of kids we see at Children’s Time, VBS and youth group.   
 
Visitation by guests to our church community has been continuous.  We meet, 
welcome and speak with guests every week.  These guests connect with ALUCC 
weekly by many means.  Some decide to call this their church home and we 
welcome them through our Inquirers’ Classes held in February, May and 
October.  In 2018 we welcomed 34 adults (and 17 children in those households) 
into our membership. 
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Everyone is a part of this welcoming.  You make a connection with our guests 
and provide welcoming spirit every time you say hello during the passing of the 
peace.  When you greet as an usher, help at the Welcome Center, serve coffee 
or teach a child. 
 
With such a vibrant church comes many social events.  I can’t say enough about 
the Membership Team and the lunches, dinners, movies, picnics, outreach and 
welcoming that they provide to all of us.  The Membership Team provides hands 
on help and meals for our Inquirers’ Classes, which saw a change in format this 
past Spring.  The team made events like Berries with a Beat, the Pot Luck Picnic 
in July and the Fall Fest successful and surely memorable and inviting to new 
guests.  The Fall Fest, historically a fun family event for our members, has grown 
to be a community function with people making a stop here a part of their 
weekend plans.  It is great exposure for the church and takes many hands and 
smiling faces.  Save the date for September 29, 2019! 
 
Thank you to all of those that serve on the Membership Team  - Pat Ferchau, 
Tom Ferchau, Anita Harris, Barbara Lindsay, Scot McNutt, Ellyn Nicholas, 
Jan Pallinger, Sharon Parsons, Chris Rafferty, Nancy Turner, Rob Turner, 
Maggie Watson.   
 
On the media side of things, our biggest addition and upgrade was new video 
equipment and wiring in the TV Room.   We were excellent stewards of the 
original AV equipment and other pieces that were stitched together over the 
years to keep us “broadcasting.”  Cameras, computers, monitors (black and 
white!) and a VCR(!) were utilized years beyond their normal service life.  The 
new equipment has allowed us to reduce the clutter and space in that room 
tremendously.   
 
We are now able to send HD video and improved audio throughout the building, 
HD recordings to our Vimeo page, Facebook live, and our broadcast on ALC-TV.  
We have improved our media offerings to families for memorial services and 
weddings.  Due to a good problem – too many people for Dinner & A Movie - the 
upgrade allowed us to, for the first time ever, enjoy video simultaneously in 
multiple rooms. 
 
Through a generous donation at the end of the year, we were able to purchase 
new wireless microphones and receivers.  The sound is much improved, as is the 
battery life and ease of use.   
 
I’ll just say briefly what many of you already know.  Where would I be without TJ 
Frie?  Thank you to TJ (and Celeste) for the countless hours pulling thousands 
of feet of cable and wire.  For knowing what is wrong and how to fix it and for 
putting up with my ideas!   
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Glenn Williams never says no and has put many hours into improving sound 
and video from behind the scenes.  He is often here early on Sundays and has 
the equipment up and running before other volunteers and staff even arrive!   
 
Thank you to all of those that work behind the scenes to make your worship 
experience look and sound good – while also providing a ministry to those that 
cannot attend! The 2018 Audio Video team:  TJ Frie, Dinah Hunt, Greg Kandra, 
Jasin Kessler, Thorne Matteson, Lynn Miller, Bill Plow, Kim Rose, Nicholas 
Schulz, Jim Stonebraker, Glenn Williams, and Colin Wadsworth!  Special 
thanks to Becky Spielmaker for creating our Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 
videos of the children! 
 
Dinah Hunt is a gift to all of us and extends her talents and time to this 
community constantly.  Dinah is the MVP of Coffee Hour and is my cohort in 
bringing projection media to our worship services.  She puts in countless hours 
on her weekend to enhance the worship experience and make sure everything is 
just right. 
 
Kim Rose (Outreach and Connections Coordinator) and I have worked together 
to support the Membership Team for more than two years. I will no longer be 
working directly with the Membership Team and Kim will continue to serve as 
their staff liaison.  Kim’s ideas and spirit make our social functions, picnics, small 
groups, and even meetings more enjoyable and positive.  Her leadership on the 
Weekend of Service was evident in the number of people that volunteered, the 
number of people and agencies we served, and the quality and organization of 
the work we all completed.  
 
(If you have read this far, and I don’t live or work with you, THANK YOU!  You 
have won a seat in the front row at the service of your choice!) 
 
Personally, it is my pleasure to serve and represent this faith community. Our 
church truly is setting Jesus’ example by loving and serving others.  I am 
honored to be a part of that Christian message.  
 
To my colleagues: It is a pleasure to work with people dedicated to our mission 
and ministries.  We work collaboratively and share our strengths to reach 
goals…and we have fun doing it!   
 
To my best friend and my boys - Katie, Nicholas, and Alex – I love you.  Thank 
you for believing in and supporting the work of our church…and for being 
gracious with my time at church on nights, weekends or on computers!  
 
Peace, 
 
Tim Schulz 
Membership & Media Coordinator 
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ALUCC ATTENDANCE REPORT 
 
- Tim Schulz, Membership and Media Coordinator  
 
One part of my job is to track attendance data for our church.  It is not a science, 
but the numbers are often helpful in planning and are reported to the UCC 
annually.  Thank you to our Deacons and Ushers for counting at every service. 
 
Average attendance is reported to the UCC National Office for the denomination 
handbook.  The numbers below are for the 2018 calendar year and are inclusive 
of (or exclude) certain days or church seasons.  (ie,. Summer = 10:00 AM only) 
 

 2017 2018 % change 
Total attendance, All Sunday Services and Christmas 19691 20216 + 2.9% 
Average attendance, all Sundays (minus 12/30) 360.6 366.8 + 1.7% 
Average Sunday Attendance, 9:00 AM 206.6 212.5 + 2.9% 
Average Sunday Attendance, 11:00 AM 193.5 188.7 - 2.4% 
Average Sunday Attendance for January - May 377.6 388.9 + 3.0% 
Average Sunday Attendance for Summer, 10:00 only 278.9 284.1 + 1.9% 
Average Sunday Attendance for September - December  401.8 416.8 + 3.7% 
Christmas Eve Attendance (all 4 services) 1184 1152 - 2.8% 
    

 
On Sunday, September 17, we welcomed the 19 students from our Confirmation 
Class into membership of Avon Lake United Church of Christ.  
 
Through three New Member Classes that were held in February, May and 
October, we officially welcomed 34 adults to membership at ALUCC.  We are 
proud that they have found a new home on their faith journey and are happy that 
so many have become actively involved in our church’s ministry and social 
groups. 
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OUTREACH AND CONNECTIONS COORDINATOR 
 

I would first like to thank the congregation in supporting my role as the Outreach 
and Connections Coordinator for ALUCC.  In this role, I am able to help plan fun 
events, do lots of talking with countless people, and work with some amazing 
people in our church.  I thank you for believing in the success and need for this 
role. 
 

• Daniel Plan:  Worked with Cheryl Updegraff to organize, launch and 
manage the 6-8-week process of running Daniel Plan for 120 participants. 

o Three Biometric Screening days 
o Organized and Communicated with 11 Leads  of Small Groups 
o Lead a daytime Small Group 
o Worked with the Cleveland Clinic Liaison on completing and 

relaying information on feedback and results of the process 
o Planned Daniel Plan monthly activities to encourage continued 

participation (dinners, line dancing, potlucks) 
 

• Membership Team: 
o Lead and organized monthly meetings for the year of 2018 until co-

leads were identified in Fall 2018 
o Successfully planned events in conjunction with Membership team 

(Berries with a Beat and Potluck Picnic).   
o Worked with Kelly, Tim and Beau to change the format of our 

Inquirer’s Class.  Feedback from prospective members has been 
positive in combining the two classes into one and having the class 
be an early dinner instead of a lunch directly following an11am 
Church Service.  
  

• Helped again this summer with another successful Vacation Bible School 
 

• Weekend of Service (August 2018):  Successfully lead team in organizing 
the weekend’s events.  The Weekend of Service continued to grow this 
year with a total number of participants and people being served totaling 
over 315 people!   

o Saturday – Six events 
§ Blood Drive at ALUCC 
§ Packing food at Second Harvest Food Bank 
§ Painting at the Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
§ Mission with Kids organized by Beau 
§ Beach Park Tower BINGO and Sundaes 
§ Multiple Breed Rescue 

o Sunday – Two events  
§ Haven Center Painting 
§ Cook Out with Road to Hope held at their location in Elyria 
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• Fall Fest (October 2018):  Helped plan and execute Fall Fest 2018 with 
staff and in collaboration with the Fall Fest team.  We reached over 500 
people from our community through this event.  
 

• Second Annual Clambake: In conjunction with Fall Fest, helped with the 
planning and serving of our Second Annual Clambake.  The feedback 
from this past year was overwhelmingly positive in regards to the 
clambake. 
 

• Outreach with Visitors: 
o Starting in the Fall of 2018, we started to track visitors and I then 

emailed and communicated with them directly.  This allows for a 
more prompt follow up process to help people feel welcomed and 
“heard” in our church.  This will hopefully lead to continued 
attendance from our “visitors” with hopes of officially joining our 
church. 
 

• Managed display boards in hallway to showcase our church offerings and 
small groups to those that come into our church. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kim Rose 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

Through three New Member Classes held in February, May and October, we 
officially welcomed 34 adults to membership at ALUCC.  We are happy that they 
have found a new home on their faith journey and are excited that so many are 
already actively involved in our church’s ministry and social groups. 
 
 Megan Becker    George Kirby 

Terri Bialowas    Elizabeth Knoepp 
 Cheyenne Blanchette   Robert Knoepp 
 Larry Bowersox    Jennifer Kramer 
 Tricia Bowersox    Patti Maynard 
 Peggy Brown     Mary McGill 
 Bill Calkins     Lois Murphy 
 Jennifer Calkins    Jerry Murphy 
 Katie Cirino     Hannah Oehlstrom 
 Tom Cirino     Kathy Passarell 
 Brian Coffey     Todd Passarell 
 Rose Coffey     Beth Rollins 

Paul Cox     Chris Rollins 
Ruth Hitchcock    Lisa Snell 
Tom Hitchcock    Cortny Sommer 
Holly Kessler     Eric Sommer 
Jasin Kessler     Terra Sprosty-Koerpel 

 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
 

On Sunday, September 16, we welcomed with joy 19 students from our 
Confirmation Class into the membership of Avon Lake United Church of Christ.    
 

Matthew Jeffrey Banks       Matthew Henry 
McKenzie June Banks       Kyle Matthew Kress 
Andrew John Crooks       Olivia Margaret Lane 
Benjamin DiCecco        Derek Brian Larner 
Alex Dickson         Alexander Michael Masgras 
Jamie Elizabeth Gee       Catherine Carol Perez-Strohmeyer 
Calvin Zane Good        Joseph Simon Ruben 
Matthew Robert Graves       Austin George Spishak 
Logan Thomas Hamilton       Ashely Michelle Wolfe 

     Colin Albert Zakel 
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MISSION TEAM 
 

Appeals to the Congregation: 
This year the Mission Team appealed to the congregation and received 
donations in many ways as follows: 

• One Great Hour of Sharing: $2,100 
• Neighbors in Need: $1,200 
• Clothe-a-Kid: $1,983 
• Easter and Thanksgiving Food and Personal Goods Drives: $13,346 
• Habitat for Humanity Warden Avenue Build: $9,265 from Easter 

Giving 
• Easter Basket for CRS: 75 Easter Baskets for CRS kids 
• CRS Summer Snack Bags: 110 snack bags for CRS kids 

In addition to the above, your Christmas Giving Tree generated 353 gifts that 
included 54 pairs of winter boots and socks for people in need at St. Paul’s 
Community Church and specific gift requests for kids or families at Haven 
Center, Resource Mothers, Primary Purpose, and church families in need.  
 
Budgeted Mission Expenses: 
The Good Neighbor Thrift Shop funded $16,083 of the Mission Team’s operating 
budget with an additional $4,100 provided from the General Fund. The operating 
budget funded the following Mission Team expenditures: 

• Adult Mission Trips:  
o $1,000 for Bev and Bill Stives for travel expenses for their trip to 

their Dominican Mission School Ministry 
o $500 for Hannah Nicholas for Bike and Build participation 

expenses 
o $600 for Jane and Dennis Traster for mission work in Houston 

with Next Step Ministries 
• Youth Mission Trip: $8,000 Senior High 
• Youth Mission Trip: $3,000 Junior High 
• Church Camp: $2,500 
• Sports Camp Counselors: $1,050 
• Bike and Build Expenses: $171.43 
• IHN/Family Promise: $559.72 Dinners and Expenses 
• Haven Center Monthly Dinners: $1,075.48  
• Assist Community Care Bags: $1,016.60 
• Parish Nurse Program: $750  
• Giving Tree: $205.98 
• Misc. Expenses: $475.92 
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Good Neighbor Thrift Shop Additional Giving:  
• Our Church’s Wider Mission: $48,000 
• Additional Christmas Giving to Eight Lorain County Agencies: 

$11,000 

Other Mission Team Activities:  
• Mission Central: Established to provide additional opportunities to the 

congregation for mission work. A few highlights: 
§ Second Harvest of Lorain: we provided 3 volunteer work 

groups to sort, check and pack food packages  
§ Bath Towels and Wash Cloths: for Primary Purpose and 

Haven Center 
§ Fitted Sheets, Single Beds: for Haven Center  

• Assist Community Care Bags: Through donations from the congregation 
plus the purchase of personal hygiene products, we assembled and 
delivered, with the help of Nate Taylor’s Youth Group, 150 Care Bags to 
Primary Purpose and Road to Hope addiction recovery homes.  

• St. Paul’s Community Garden Fall Clean Up: Volunteers helped to 
weed and prep for next spring. 

• UCC Denison Support:  We helped to establish a Thrift Shop operation 
in the church building (West 99th and Denison Rd. Cleveland), delivered 
many loads of products to sell, provided tables and chairs for their 
Fellowship Hall and Christmas decorations for the church.  

• Family Promise IHN: We supported the closing of the operation in 
Oberlin and sent our materials and assets to Haven Center who took over 
that service to the homeless.  

• Primary Purpose Family Support Group:  We are providing space in our 
church for families as they work to support their loved ones in addiction 
rehab at Primary Purpose. 

• Primary Purpose Sheffield Township facility: The congregation 
provided $9,000 for kitchen upgrades needed to meet local codes. 

• Dave Witzigreuter’s trip to the Mungeli, India Mission: The 
congregation provided $6,000 from Easter Giving to complete the water 
supply project to the nurses' living facility. 

• Domestic Violence Awareness Month: Judy Srail created a display in 
the Gathering Space that was done in conjunction with Genesis House of 
Lorain. 

In closing, my special thanks to the Twenty-nine (29) Mission Team members 
and many, many other volunteers who are so deeply committed to the mission 
work of the Lord and of this church. 
 
Gratefully submitted, 
 
Pete Barth, Mission Team Leader 
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AVON LAKE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
GOOD NEIGHBOR THRIFT SHOP 

 
The Good Neighbor Thrift Shop had another outstanding year in 2018. The shop 
had excellent monthly sales in every month and an amazing 6% increase in sales 
over 2017! HOWEVER, SALES ARE NOT THE ONLY GOAL OF THE GOOD 
NEIGHBOR THRIFT SHOP. Another goal of the shop is to provide fellowship to 
the volunteers and customers and provide donations back to the community. 
These goals were met and exceeded. 

The achievement of these goals is the direct result of the outstanding 
management of the Thrift Shop, manager Mary Carlson, her staff of assistants, 
and the wonderful help of over forty volunteers who are too numerous to 
mention. Mary Carlson has done a sterling job of recruiting these volunteers who 
are very devoted to the job they do. Without them the shop would not function. 
We are very, very thankful for these wonderful persons.  

A very special thank you to Sandi Gerhan, our treasurer and financial person, 
who kept our books and bank accounts correctly and provided the financial 
reports promptly. Thank you, Sandi. 

The Thrift Shop exceeded goals of providing fellowship and companionship for all 
of the volunteers. The Thrift Shop is a place where volunteers, clients, all get 
together for fellowship. The Thrift Shop continued to provide funds to the 
community and surrounding Lorain County needy organizations. The Thrift Shop 
provided over $48,000 to Our Church’s Wider Mission. OCWM was the original 
purpose of the Thrift Shop when organized. Some of the other organizations that 
benefited from the Thrift Shop are:  

Clothe-A-Kid, CRS, St. Paul's UCC, The Haven Center, Genesis House, Meals 
on Wheels, Lorain County Food Bank, Youth Challenge, and others.  
 
Basically the Thrift Shop provided almost $90,000 back to the world and local 
communities.   
  
The Good Neighbor Thrift Shop looks forward to 2019. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Joseph Poplstein, Thrift Shop Administrator 
 
	  



 

	   41 

GOOD NEIGHBOR THRIFT SHOP 
Income/Expenses 2018 

 
INCOME	  

Daily	  Sales	  cash/checks	  
	  

	  $	  121,135.37	  
Daily	  Sales	  Credit	  Card	  

	  
	  $	  	  	  86,141.20	  

Gifts	  in	  Kind	  –	  Goods	  (World	  
Mission	  Payments)	  

	  
	  $	  	  	  	  	  2,711.24	  

Other	  Types	  of	  Income	  	  
	  

	  $	  	  	  	  	  1,074.77	  
TOTAL	  INCOME	  

	  
	  $	  211,062.58	  

	   	   	  
EXPENSES	  

Business	  Expenses	  
	   	  

	  
Business	  Registration	  Fees	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  50.00	  	  

	  
Business	  Expenses	  -‐	  Other	   	  $	  	  	  12,857.06	  

Total	  Business	  Expenses	  
	  

	  $	  	  	  12,907.06	  	  
Contract	  Services	  

	   	  
	  

Legal	  Fees	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  	  	  919.83	  

	  
Outside	  Contract	  Services	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  1,522.60	  

Total	  Contract	  Services	  
	  

	  $	  	  	  	  	  2,442.43	  	  
Facilities	  and	  Equipment	  

	   	  
	  

Equip	  Rental	  and	  Maintenance	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  227.63	  

	  
Rent,	  Parking,	  Utilities	   	  $	  	  	  28,525.49	  

	  
Facilities	  and	  Equipment	  -‐	  Other	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  3,653.63	  

Total	  Facilities	  and	  Equipment	  
	  

	  $	  	  	  32,406.75	  	  
Mission	  Board	  Donation	   (See	  Following	  Detail)	   	  $	  	  	  28,518.49	  
OCWM	  Donation	   	   	  $	  	  	  48,000.00	  
Total	  Mission	  Board	  Donation	   	   	  $	  	  	  76,518.49	  
Operations	  

	   	  
	  

Books,	  Subscriptions,	  Reference	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  3,526.96	  

	  
Supplies	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  3,535.80	  

	  
Operations	  -‐	  Other	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  121.62	  

Total	  Operations	  
	  

	  $	  	  	  	  	  7,184.38	  
Other	  Types	  of	  Expenses	  

	  
	  $	  	  	  	  	  1,000.00	  

Payroll	  Expenses	  
	  

	  $	  	  	  	  60,470.22	  
Thrift	  Shop	  Giving	  (donation)	  

	  
	  $	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  745.00	  

TOTAL	  EXPENSES	  
	  

	  $	  193,674.33	  	  
	   	   	  
NET	  INCOME	  

	  
	  $	  	  17,388.25	  
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GOOD NEIGHBOR THRIFT SHOP MISSION DONATION DETAIL 

2018 
	  

ASSIST	  COMMUNITY	   $	  1,015.60	  
BIKE	  AND	  BUILD	  DINNER	   $	  	  	  	  	  171.43	  
BILL/BEV	  STIVES	  MISSION	  TRIP	   $	  	  1,000.00	  
BLESSING	  HOUSE	   	  $	  	  1,000.00	  	  
BUSY	  MARTHA	  GUILD	   $	  	  1,000.00	  
CAMP	  IMAGINE	   	  $	  	  1,000.00	  	  
CHURCH	  CAMPS	  DONATION	   	  $	  	  2,500.00	  	  
CORNHOLE	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  720.00	  	  
EMPTY	  BOWLS	  DONATION	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  250.00	  	  
GENESIS	  HOUSE	   	  $	  	  1,000.00	  	  
HANNAH	  NICHOLAS	  DONATION	   $	  	  	  	  	  250.00	  
HAVEN	  CENTER	   	  $	  2,040.61	  
IHN	  HOSTINGS	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  559.72	  	  
LORAIN	  COUNTY	  OFFICE	  OF	  AGING	   	  $	  	  1,000.00	  	  
MARY	  LEE	  TUCKER	  	  CLOTHE	  A	  CHILD	   	  $	  	  1,000.00	  	  
MISC	  EXPENSES	  FOR	  MISSION	   $	  	  	  	  	  412.66	  
OCWM	   	  $48.000.00	  	  
PARISH	  NURSE	  PROGRAM	   	  $	  	  	  	  	  750.00	  	  
PRIMARY	  PURPOSE	  DONATIONS	   $	  	  1,000.00	  
ROAD	  TO	  HOPE	  HOMES	   $	  1,000.00	  
SECOND	  HARVEST	   $	  1,000.00	  
ST.	  PAULS	  COMMUNITY	  CHURCH	   $	  	  	  	  	  277.00	  
YOUTH	  CAMP	  VOLUNTEERS	   $	  	  1,050.00	  
YOUTH	  CHALLENGE	   	  $	  	  1,000.00	  	  
YOUTH	  MISSION	  TRIPS	   	  $	  	  8,000.00	  

	  
	  



 

	   43 

FINANCE TEAM  
 

The responsibility of the Finance Team is to oversee the financial resources of 
the Church through the monthly monitoring of its financial reporting, management 
of the annual stewardship campaign, and development of the church’s annual 
budget.  Accomplishments for 2018 include: 

• Refined and updated the church’s Excel budgeting tool (Roger 
Welling) 

• Developed list of financial risks and controls and implemented 
secondary review of church’s monthly banking statements 

• Completed the successful 2018 Stewardship Campaign titled “Invest in 
the Good News” 

• Developed the church’s 2019 budget 

Goals for 2019 include: 
• Actively communicate financial status throughout the year 
• Develop and implement new procedures for weekly counting and 

reconciliation of offering 
• Implement pledge campaign marketing plan 

Finance Team members included Gary De Mars, Thorne Matteson, Jonathon 
Whittlesey, Barry Cummings, John Rice, Ryan Virtue, Sandi Gerhan, John 
Crooks, and Rachel Nusbaum.  I want to thank Jill Eston, Roger Welling, and 
Dave Dibbell for their assistance and guidance and the Finance Team for their 
energy, hard work and for all that was accomplished in 2018.  We look forward to 
continuing these efforts in 2019.  
 
Sincerely, 
Scott MacDonald 
Finance Team Chairman 
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
Our task is to count and deposit weekly the cash and checks that come in by way 
of the collection plates at worship services, through special appeals (e.g. Food 
Drive, Christmas Offering, Easter Offering, Youth and other Mission Fundraisers, 
etc.) and via the mail during the week. We accomplish this through the efforts of 
4 Counting Teams as follows: 

• Team 1 - Sandy & Dave Dibbell 
• Team 2 - Sandi Gerhan 
• Team 3 - Doug Rider and Bengt & Margerita Gerborg 
• Team 4 – Valerie Tanzilli 

Business Manager, Jill Eston, assists with the effort as needed. 
 
The listed team members are unaware of your commitments to the church, and 
your personal financial situations, so they do not make judgments with regard to 
your gifts.  They do not discuss your gifts among themselves or with anyone else 
and maintain the highest standard of confidentiality.  
 
Here are a few things you can do to help the Counting Teams: 

1. Know that your money, whether cash or check, is counted by automated 
equipment at the Huntington Bank where the church currently does 
business.  For the equipment to work effectively, both the cash and the 
checks must be flat with no folds, wrinkles or creases. 

2. If you wish to conceal your gift, please use a pledge, pew or special 
appeals envelope or simply place checks face down in the collection plate.  
The envelopes are all designed to accept cash or standard sized checks 
without folding.  If you fold checks or currency, the counting teams have to 
iron out the creases before depositing them in the bank. 

3. When using envelopes, it is not necessary to seal them as they are put in 
the safe within minutes of when you drop them into the collection plate 
until a counting team counts them. It is necessary only to fold the flap over 
the currency or check to assure that it is secure in the envelope. 

4. When using envelopes, please fill out as much information as you are 
comfortable with to include name, amount, purpose of the gift, and check 
number as this is the information used to credit your account.  Using the 
memo line on your check is also helpful in directing your gift to its intended 
purpose. 

5. When writing checks, make sure that the written amount and the 
numbered amount reflect the same value.  If they don’t agree, and we do 
see this occasionally, the bank may return the check. 

 
Thank you for your gifts to the ALUCC and for your help. For the year 2018, we 
came up short of the Pledge and Offering Income Budget of $792,750 by 
$417.49! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
David A. Dibbell 
Financial Secretary 
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FACILITIES TEAM (TRUSTEES) 
 

The Trustees of the Avon Lake United Church of Christ are responsible for the 
care and maintenance of the facilities and grounds such that the business and 
activities of the church can be conducted in an efficient, safe and comfortable 
atmosphere. 
Sub-committees reporting to the trustees include Landscape and Memorial 
Garden.  In addition, our Energy Committee continues to help us identify areas to 
make the church environmentally green by focusing on more energy efficient 
lighting technology.    
 
Major Projects Completed during 2018: 

• Roof replacement and associated ceiling tile replacement. 
• Installation of washer and dryer and upgraded hot water tank. 
• Installation of storm water curbing. 
• Refurbished Senior Pastor bathroom. 
• Replacement of sanctuary lighting. 
• Replacement of Fellowship Hall lighting. 
• Painting of various areas of church including Fellowship Hall, foyer and 

hallways.  
• Built three picnic tables for Jack & Jill. 
• Continued to update lighting with new technology – inside and outside of 

the church. 
      
To all the volunteers who put in countless hours of raking leaves, trimming 
shrubbery, weeding garden beds and many other projects that help keep the 
church looking good and well maintained, we thank you. The Trustees are 
grateful for every volunteer and every hour spent helping to maintain and 
improve the church property.  Additionally, we appreciate those members who 
keep all the HVAC units working properly, and improved the electrical system. 
Some Key Projects for 2019: 

• Seal and maintain parking lot. 
• Continue remodel of kitchen including ceiling replacement, painting 

cabinets and walls, relocation of dishwasher. 
• Support vision/strategy initiative by providing input on facility 

requirements. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Trustees, 
Dennis Runyon 
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SAFETY COMMITTEE 

The Safety Committee was active in 2018 as we built upon last year’s efforts.  
The team is comprised of a wide range of talented church members who bring 
forth a variety of knowledge and experience.  This year the team expanded our 
mandate by taking a comprehensive look at all aspects of the church facilities 
and operations and conducted a risk management analysis.   Areas of risk were 
identified by committee members, other committees/teams and staff.  These 
areas of risk were discussed, reviewed, prioritized and identified for next steps. 

One of the main areas of concern was how the church would handle a violent 
intruder incident.  As a result, training was held with the Deacons and church 
committees on how to identify and deal with suspicious and/or potentially violent 
persons.  The congregation participated in awareness training and evacuation 
procedures.    

We worked with consultants to look at our physical layout, including lighting, 
access control and video surveillance capabilities.  Recommendations were 
received and will be reviewed with the church staff and the Church Council.   

Training will continue in 2019 as we also expand into creating a safer 
environment for our youth and review church policy and procedures.  We will be 
working specifically on policies and procedures for our growing Sunday school 
population and keeping our youth safe during mission work. 

Our many thanks to the congregation who we will call on for ideas and 
participation moving forward.  Special thanks to the committee members and 
church staff for their participation and support with this important endeavor.   

I would like to personally thank C.J. Jasany and Tom Eston for their leadership 
in establishing the committee and laying the groundwork for a safer church 
environment.   

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Safety Team, 

Mark Spaetzel, Chair 
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

  

Changes to church staff in 2018: 

• Eileen Zakel was hired as Christian Education Coordinator in April, 
replacing Kim Banks.  Thanks to Kim for her excellent work during our 
interim period and in helping with Beau’s transition. 

• Lynn Miller came on board as Office Manager in June, replacing Karyn 
Jacobson.  Thanks to Karyn on doing such a great job.  

• Diane Velez was hired as Custodian in October, replacing Dave Uthe in 
October. 

 
New position:  Dave Witzigreuter began a new position, on a consultant basis, in 
August serving as the Physical Plant and Property Consulting Manager. 

 

2018 Annual Employee Reviews 

• Employee Reviews were done on a timely (November) basis this year. 
• The Personnel Committee would like to give a big thank you for his years 

of service on the committee to Dave Witzigreuter and welcome new 
members Tom Coy, Jill James, and Phil Johnson. 

 

Personnel Committee Members for 2018:  Bonnie Fraser, Stephanie Harley, 
Jeff Omslaer, Dave Witzigreuter, Tom Hamilton (chair) 

 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Hamilton 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN COMMITTEE 
 

Much thought, care, and hard work is put into the design, planting and 
maintenance of the Memorial Garden.  It is a beautiful outdoor sanctuary located 
in the church backyard.  This tranquil setting is where the ashes of loved ones 
are scattered.  It has been designated as a Nature Preserve and provides the 
opportunity for individuals to walk through and enjoy a moment of prayer, time for 
reflection, and a space to enjoy the wildlife.  The Memorial Garden Committee is 
grateful for the monetary donations that help us to beautify the garden and to 
those volunteers who spend many hours helping care for it.  We would like to 
especially thank Jim Tanzilli, Logan Kimbler and Moses Yonkers for the 
generous gift of their time.  Names of those whose ashes were scattered in 2018 
are:  Tom Kirk; Steven Levine; George Pearson; Joseph Poplstein III; Marshall 
Willson; Ruth Willson and Helen Witzigreuter.  Trees were planted in memory of 
the following loved ones:  Carole Hunter; Lenore Marken; George Pearson; 
Helen Witzigreuter; Vernon and Blanch Leslie; James and Elizabeth Tanzilli and 
also Pat Garrett.   A bench was donated in memory of George Pearson.  Work 
continues on the installation of the new water feature and butterfly bed with 
artistic metal butterflies and plant material that was all graciously donated by 
Margie Fehlner.  It is a great privilege to be a part of the Memorial Garden 
Committee, along with Margie Fehlner and Dave Witzigreuter.  Working in this 
space is special to my heart.  If you would like to donate monetarily please see 
Rev. Kelly Brill.  If you are interested in helping maintain the garden, please see 
me.       
Respectfully Submitted by C.J. Jasany 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

ELECTIVE POSITIONS ALUCC FOR 2019 
 
The Nominating Committee presents the following slate of dedicated individuals 
consenting to serve as officers, team members, standing committee members, 
council delegates, Living Water Association delegates and Ohio Conference 
delegate for the Avon Lake United Church of Christ for 2019. 
 
                                                        OFFICERS  
 

Moderator   Tim Harris     
Church Clerk   Maureen Johnson   
Treasurer   Roger Welling                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Financial Secretary  David Dibbell                                                            

 
COUNCIL DELEGATES 

 
                           Sarah Cammock                        Kyle Rose 
 
                                                   FACILITIES TEAM 
            
Jim Browning                       John Lorince   Adjuncts: 
Mike Foutz                            Paul Ruben   Paul Cox                           
Russ Henderson                   Dave Updegraff  Tom Coy           
Dean Henrichsen                  Glenn Williams  Robert Knoepp 
C.J. Jasany     Dave Witzigreuter  Don Young 
Kyle Johns                            Kim Yonkers 
Bill Kauffman   
 

FAITH FORMATION TEAM 
 

Bill Calkins     Julie Marlin   Adjuncts:                                                                                       
Zoe Cummings   Meredith McKenzie  Nelle Doyle 
Jen Fazio    Pam Omslaer  Thorne Matteson                                  
Tara Hanratty                            Jen Schilens                                                                    
Karyn Jensen                          Renee White                                               .                                                                                               
Liz Knoepp                                                                                            
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                                            FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
       
Larry Bowersox   Thorne Matteson  Adjunct:                                             
Marcia Coleman                   Rachel Nusbaum  Bengt Gerborg                                                 
Barry Cummings                    John Rice       
Scott MacDonald   Ray Salco  
Jan Mackert                           Ryan Virtue 
Steve Mathews                     Jonathon Whittlesey 
Mike Carr 
 
                                               MEMBERSHIP TEAM     
    
Kim Banks    Judy Moes   Adjuncts: 
Peggy Brown    Ellyn Nicholas              Maggie Watson           
Pat Ferchau    Jan Pallinger   Sharon Parsons                                                                 
Tom Ferchau    Mary Pease   Cortny Sommer 
Anita Harris    Christine Rafferty   
Barbara Lindsay   Rob Turner 
Scot McNutt                                                                                                           
 
                                                   MISSION TEAM   
                                                                                 
Lynne Barth    Carrie Rodrigues  Ashley Forbes              
Pete Barth                              Judy Srail   Jean Forster                           
Lois Davis                               Gail Thornhill   Jean Grady 
Molly Dunford                         Cheryl Updegraff  Jim Grady 
Candy General                        Lauren Welling  Rob Grandy 
Rich General                         Joyce Young   Laurie Henrichsen  
Lee Girman                                                                           Manoj Kumar 
Leanne Hoppe                              Adjuncts:                             Kristen LePrevost 
George Kirby                          Terri Bialowas   Peg Pearson 
Les Luczyk      Patricia Bowersox  Bev Stives 
Megan Nelson                           Barbara Caldwell   Kurt Zbin 
Elaine Newlin    Jim Caldwell     
 

WORSHIP TEAM 
          
Jeff Chase    Cathy Harvey  Adjuncts: 
Cindi Dansizen                     Dinah Hunt                         Alyssa McKinley                                                                
Debbie De Mars                   Karyn Jacobson              Bill McKinley 
Gary De Mars                               Gail Salco                      Julie Reynolds                                                                                            
Nelle Doyle                        Valerie Tanzilli             Rebecca Spielmaker 
Sandy Garrett   Jim Tanzilli                                                    
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 
Tom Coy                                Stephanie Harley  Phil Johnson                                 
Bonnie Fraser                      Jill James                     Jeff Omslaer 
                                      
                              ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE         
  
Jason Anderson           Walt Henry   Rob Turner                                     
Jeff Banks                      Denise Mathews             Dave Wilhoite 
                

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
                                                                                                                                       
Carolyn Coy                     Kirk Spielmaker            Deanna Walther                                                    
Paul Dunford                         James Tanzilli                 Al Zakel                                      
Ron Pallinger   Rob Turner                

                  
AUDIO VIDEO TEAM 

 
TJ Frie    Lynn Miller   Tim Schulz  
Dinah Hunt    Thorne Matteson  Becky Spielmaker 
Greg Kandra    Bill Plow   Jim Stonebaker                                  
Jasin Kessler    Chris Rollins   Glenn Williams 
     Kim Rose     
  
 

OHIO CONFERENCE DELEGATE 
                                    
                                                     Judy Reich 

 
LIVING WATER ASSOCIATION DELEGATES 

 
                       Sandy Rider                          Heather Tuck-Macalla 
                       Doug Rider                            Judy Reich 
 
Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Nominating Committee, 
 
Ron Pallinger  
Chair 
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ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 
 

The Endowment Fund committee continues to meet quarterly to monitor 
investment performance and to work as a fiduciary for the Fund.  An on-going 
focus in 2018 was to increase awareness of the church’s Endowment to the 
faithful members of the Avon Lake United Church of Christ.  It was and is the 
committee’s goal to have a thriving and growing Endowment that can help the 
financial strength of the church while promoting the church’s long-term mission to 
serve God and others. 
 
Gifts are assigned to one of three categories depending on the wishes of the 
donor and acceptance of council.  These categories are defined as follows: 

1. Unrestricted Gifts:  Both the principal and interest may be spent for the 
church needs as determined by council and/or a membership meeting. 

2. Endowments:  The principal is to be preserved over the long run and the 
interest may be spent as specified by the donor for general church needs 
or for special projects. 

3. Restricted Gifts:  Both the principal and interest must be spent as specified 
by the donor. 

 
Last year was a more difficult year for investors in general and for the 
Endowment Fund in specific.  For the year domestic stocks, as measured by the 
S&P 500, were down 4.4% while global stocks fell 9.7% as measured by the S&P 
Global Broad Market Index.  Bonds outperformed stocks for the year but still 
declined modestly in 2018.  Much of the damage occurred in the final month of 
the year, with last December being one of the poorest on record. 
 
Uncertainty related to global economic growth, potentially higher interest rates 
and the political environment pressured most investments as the year ended, 
with stocks, bonds and most alternative investments (i.e., oil, gold and 
commodities) down in 2018.  Not all the news was bad, as the U.S. economy 
continued to show solid growth, domestic corporate earnings were up double-
digits and U.S. employment figures remained remarkably strong. 
 
The Avon Lake UCC Endowment Fund could not avoid the weakness in global 
markets, as it also declined in value for the year.  The Fund ended 2018 with 
$807,051 in assets, a decline of 8.2%.  This compared to assets of $879,484 at 
the end of 2017.  The decline was principally due to negative investment results 
which were down 6.6%, net of fees.  The remaining decrease was due to net 
withdrawals, which included transfers back to the church and advisory/service 
fees, both partially offset by a generous $10,000 gift to the Fund.  The amount 
transferred back to the church was $24,937, which does not include the 4th 
quarter distribution which will be voted on and distributed in January of 2019.  
Although relatively conservative in nature, with a diversified portfolio of global 
stocks, bonds and alternatives, the Endowment Fund could not entirely avoid the 
weakness in global markets. 
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We are continuing to use Graystone- a division of Morgan Stanley- as our 
investment manager. They fully understand our desire for growth while not taking 
undue risks with our assets. The management fees paid to Graystone for 2018 
were $9,867.68.   
 
The committee last year disbursed 5% of our average assets back to the church. 
The transfer back was split with 3% of these funds going to the church as 
unrestricted. The balance of 2% was used to pay down principal on our 
mortgage.   
     
We continued to educate the congregation about the Endowment and its long-
term benefits through a series of regular presentations.  In 2018 we had 
representatives speak to the congregation on a quarterly basis regarding the 
Fund. We also had attorney David Graves meet with interested members to 
discuss estate planning and best ways to consider the church in their gifting.  The 
meeting went well and provided attendees with valuable information on estates, 
wills and methods for donating to the church.  We also received an endowment 
gift from the estate of Richard Turner.  The money has been invested and the 
interest earned will immediately be used. 
 
During the year we saw the retirement of Joyce Browning and Rich General 
from our committee. Thank you, Joyce for your thoughtful and valued input and 
all the time and effort you spent with the committee.  We also will miss Rich 
General who finishes up his term as chair of the committee in January of 2019.  
Rich will continue his excellent work with the church as a member of the Mission 
Team.  
 
Jason Anderson, Jeff Banks and Denise Mathews will all be joining the 
Endowment committee beginning in 2019.  We are excited to have such a 
dedicated and experienced group of individuals joining the committee and look 
forward to their participation as we turn the page to 2019.  Walt Henry, who has 
been on the committee for several quarter’s, has agreed to chair the group in 
2019.  Walt’s investment experience will be a valued asset as we move into next 
year.  Our goal is and will continue to be to grow the Fund and help the church 
be a strong presence in our community as we serve God and one another. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, Rich General and Walt Henry 
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MAJOR ENDOWMENT FUND GIFTS 
 

 

George and Edith Featherstone - The Featherstone’s were close to the life of 
this church over many years, Edith especially being active in a Discovery Group.  
They first met in a church youth group in Cleveland and always had an interest in 
Christian youth programs.  George died in 1974 and Edith in 1977. 
 

Eda Weilemann - Following the death of her mother, this church became Eda's 
"family."  She simply loved to worship, volunteer, and fellowship with us.  She 
planned for her estate to be used by the church following her own death to meet 
the challenges of our new building and program.  Income from her bequest has 
greatly helped our Building Expansion. 
 

Ella Handy - Once a librarian, Ella's interest came to be in the Avon Lake 
Historical Society and the establishment of the Peter Miller House.  Ella was a 
friend of this church over many years. 
 

Eva M. Dickson - Eva and Neil ("Dick") lived in Bay Village but worshipped here 
when they were not in Florida.  Both had the gift of humor and friendship and 
some of their closest friends were young people. 
 

Quentin and Jean Cahill - Both devoted to this church over many years.  This 
gift was designated to the Music Endowment account in accordance with their 
own wishes. Each waged a valiant struggle with cancer, and their courage 
inspired us all. 
 

Paul and Lillian Folino - Paul was the beloved pastor of this church from 1947 
to 1963 and Lillian was a leader in our Christian education program.  The 
endowment represents love gifts from many members and friends. 
 

William McKinley, Megan McKinley, Neil Conant - This gift memorializes 
William McKinley, a sports enthusiast who established a company his family now 
continues; his granddaughter, Megan, who died as an infant, blessing her family 
with immeasurable love; and Neil Conant, a leader in our parish who struggled 
over many years with a rare disease, teaching us both how to live and how to die 
as a Christian. 
 

Katherine Walker - The devoted wife of Ernest, mother of Iain and Fiona, and 
grandmother of Joshua.  Katherine was active in our church, particularly in the 
library.  Her quiet but warm and caring love is now memorialized in the full 
support of the church's Stephen Ministry program. 
 

John Watterson - John was a technician in the B.F. Goodrich Chemical 
Company and a long-time faithful member of the church, particularly in the Men's 
Breakfast fellowship, but he and his wife Charlene came to enjoy attending the 
Saturday Vespers.  He is also survived by a son, John, and a daughter, Terry 
Holstein. 
 

Melinda C. Neuenschwander - Melinda had been the church organist for many 
years. She retired in 1964 and moved to Eugene, Oregon, where she lived until 
she passed away in 1990 at the age of 102. 
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Helen (Nazel) Krumwiede - Helen was active in our church over many years, 
providing leadership especially in our Discovery Groups and with the Women's 
League and Golden Agers.  She enjoyed writing poetry and often led devotions 
for various church groups.  Though she suffered a severe hearing loss, her 
church loyalty and attendance were sustained always. 
 

Vera C. and Edwin Mast - Vera and Ed were loyal members of this church since 
joining in 1949.  Both were quite active and supported many church projects over 
the years (often anonymously!)  Vera was a leader of the Career Women, a 
Group of Women's League members made up of business and professional 
women.  One of her hobbies was taking homemade goodies to people who were 
sick or shut-in.  Ed's many involvements included participating as a Deacon and 
a Trustee and serving on committees such as the Debt Retirement, Personnel 
and Planning Committees.  The Masts were always interested in the expansion 
and beautification of our sanctuary. 
 

Robert S. Luce - Bo's interest included boating, fishing, transportation - a love 
which he pursued as a career in the car rental business - and servicing the needs 
of others.  Even during the last months of his illness, the biggest joy was found in 
sending gifts to friends.  Bo is affectionately remembered by all who knew him for 
his charisma, warmth of friendship, compassion, genuine spirit of caring and 
concern for the well-being of others. 
 

Deborah L. Darnell – Debbie was a young woman who loved children, people, 
her church and life.  She was everyone’s best friend because she cared for them.  
Her love of nature, reading and quiet moments led to the desire of establishing a 
fund to support the Memorial Garden for the benefit of our church members and 
the community. 
 

Ruth Dobosy – Ruth was an active member in our church from the time she 
joined on December 18, 1949 until she passed away in 2005.  She served on 
many boards and committees and was active in the Women’s League over the 
years and was Moderator in 1975 and 1976.  She was also active in PTA and 
served as PTA Council President in 1965-1967. 
 

Nancy Bower – Nancy was an active member from the time she joined the 
church in 1982.  She served on the Board of Christian Education and the Board 
of Deacons.  She was a psychiatric social worker at Community Health Partners. 
 

David and Sandy Dibbell – Dave and Sandy have been long standing members 
of our church. They have both been very active. Dave is a past Moderator and is 
currently serving as Financial Secretary. The Dibbell’s are the first active 
members to make an Endowment gift in a long time. We are hoping that other 
active members will follow their lead. Their gift will be the Bailey-Dibbell named 
fund, as a way to honor their family, including Sandy’s mother, Alice Bailey. 
   

Richard Turner – Richard Turner was an active and committed member of the 
church from the time he joined in 1958 until the day he died in 2017.  He served 
as Moderator, Stephen Minister, and on countless boards and teams.  He left 
money to the church in his estate for the Endowment Fund and also for our 
music ministry which he loved and appreciated.  	  
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AVON LAKE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - AVON LAKE OH  
Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2018	  

Thursday, January 3, 2019	  
Account # Account Name	   Previous Period 

Balance	  
Period Activity	  

Page 1 of 1 
YTD Balance	  

Assets	    	    	    	    	  
1.100.100	   HUNTINGTON CHECKING	   92,401.10	   22,523.19	   114,924.29	  
1.100.200	   HUNTINGTON SAVINGS	   63,596.09	   33,716.03	   97,312.12	  
1.100.300	   PETTY CASH	   943.82	   (91.36)	   852.46	  
 	   Cash Assets	   $156,941.01	   $56,147.86	   $213,088.87	  
1.200.100	   LAND	   194,000.00	   0.00	   194,000.00	  
1.200.200	   BUILDINGS	   3,052,000.00	   0.00	   3,052,000.00	  
 	   Fixed Assets	   $3,246,000.00	   $0.00	   $3,246,000.00	  

 	   Total Assets	   $3,402,941.01	   $56,147.86	   $3,459,088.87	  
Liabilities	    	    	    	    	  
2.950.001	   HUNTINGTON MORTGAGE LOAN	   754,165.62	   (4,653.52)	   749,512.10	  
 	   Total Liabilities	   $754,165.62	   ($4,653.52)	   $749,512.10	  
Fund Balances	   	    	    	    	  
3.101.118	   ST PAUL'S UCC/SORTING FACILITY	   (2,410.53)	   2,410.53	   0.00	  
3.101.138	   PARISH NURSE	   380.06	   45.00	   425.06	  
3.101.139	   CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND	   9,181.48	   0.00	   9,181.48	  
3.101.140	   QUILTER'S GIFTS FUND	   830.13	   0.00	   830.13	  
3.101.141	   MISSION 101 FUND	   400.00	   (50.00)	   350.00	  
3.101.148	   PASTORAL EMERGENCY FUND	   13,636.77	   400.00	   14,036.77	  
3.101.152	   MISSION FOOD DRIVE FUND	   4,808.58	   (607.46)	   4,201.12	  
3.101.154	   PASTORAL WEDDING/FUNERAL FEES FUND	   1,243.28	   0.00	   1,243.28	  
3.101.163	   MENS RETREAT	   811.68	   (399.34)	   412.34	  
3.101.164	   WOMENS RETREAT FUND	   4,140.00	   640.00	   4,780.00	  
3.103.101	   MEMORIAL FUND	   37,197.32	   1,337.14	   38,534.46	  
 	   Designated Funds	   $70,218.77	   $3,775.87	   $73,994.64	  
3.101.081	   CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT	   13,566.56	   (74.67)	   13,491.89	  
3.101.082	   JH MISSION TRIP	   (3,790.32)	   5,300.00	   1,509.68	  
3.101.083	   DOG WASH	   733.82	   (500.00)	   233.82	  
3.101.084	   BUOY	   2,048.84	   34.00	   2,082.84	  
3.101.100	   SR HIGH MISSION TRIP	   21,034.50	   3,550.00	   24,584.50	  
3.101.169	   SPORTSCAMP COUNSELOR FUND	   7,158.71	   (486.60)	   6,672.11	  
3.101.170	   MISSION TRIP SCHOLARSHIPS	   3,020.00	   0.00	   3,020.00	  
3.101.172	   WASHINGTON UCC CAMP FUND	   559.36	   0.00	   559.36	  
3.101.173	   SPORTSCAMP EQUIPMENT	   12,111.97	   0.00	   12,111.97	  
 	   Youth Funds	   $56,443.44	   $7,822.73	   $64,266.17	  
3.000.005	   CASH RESERVE FUND	   57,398.00	   0.00	   57,398.00	  
3.101.101	   GENERAL FUND	   (45,180.22)	   25,995.66	   (19,184.56)	  
3.101.117	   CHRISTMAS FUND	   18,061.02	   18,553.60	   36,614.62	  
 	   Unrestricted Funds	   $30,278.80	   $44,549.26	   $74,828.06	  
3.101.250	   OWNER'S EQUITY	   2,491,834.38	   4,653.52	   2,496,487.90	  
 	   Total Fund Balances	   $2,648,775.39	   $60,801.38	   $2,709,576.77	  
 	   Total Liabilities and Fund Balances	   $3,402,941.01 	   $56,147.86 	   $3,459,088.87  	  
 


