Cross Training 2020
We were able to join in meals, worship, and classes for a few
weeks before the COVID crisis hit Ohio and prompted the
decision to cancel the remaining weeks of Cross Training.

It wouldn’t be
Cross Training
without
delicious,
home-cooked
meals from Jill
Camp and her
team - among
them Marcia
Coleman and Bill
Parsons!

Classes this spring included
The Risks of Holy Week, led by
Rev. Deb Gorman,
Proactive Parenting in
conjunction with Meghan
Barlow and Associates,
The Gospel of St. Thomas, led
by Lou Suarez,
Anxious for Nothing, led by
Cynthia Kotora,
Music and Fun for Children,
led by Holly Kessler and Eileen
Zakel,
and Pre-Confirmation, led by
Pastor Beau.

A look back at our last Sunday
of in-person worship...
Camp Sunday, March 8

Thanks to the steps taken in 1983 to establish a
television ministry we responded to the Covid Pandemic
with expanded online and televised worship.

Christ is risen;
For Easter
sanctuary
Christ is risen indeed! the
was filled with
It’s always a treat when Anne E.
DeChant joins us - this time with
special music for Easter Sunday.

butterflies made
by members of
our church family.

.

Pastors Kelly and Beau added
Wednesday evening prayer
services, which are available
via our Vimeo Page vimeo.com/avonlakeucc.
There is a weekly link from
Facebook or through email.

Our
Mission Work
Continues through the
Covid Crisis!

“We can’t fix the world on our own,
but together we can share love and
build beloved community.”

Immediately after the state shutdown, two
local Applebee’s restaurants reached out to
the church because they had heard “we are a
church that does a lot of good!” Pastor Kelly
quickly mobilized teams of volunteers to collect
donations of fresh produce and distribute the
bounty to some of our local Mission partners.

Shortly after, a call came from Haven Center - bedding
and blankets were needed. Kristen LePrevost loaded
up bags and bags of items from the Thrift Shop, the
bags were brought to the church, soon loaded up by
Paul Ruben, and dropped off at Haven Center. The turn
around was so fast that no pictures could be taken!
The Easter offering this year was designated to our
new COVID Fund to help our mission partners and
members of our church family navigate this crisis.
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the COVID
Fund has raised over $50,000 to assist those in need!
The Mission Team reached out again to the
church family for the annual Spring Food
Drive. Their confidence was not misplaced in
sending out the appeal, for a new record of
giving was set - over $9000 was contributed!

Jill Camp delivered supplies
for Easter baskets to
Lorain county children in need.

ALUCC member Heather Tuck-Macalla has
taken on weekly deliveries of group meals,
groceries and essentials to St. Paul’s UCC
and Denison UCC for their communities.
Her “porch basket” is regularly filled with
donations from church members and
neighbors of food and hygiene items.

“I’m so happy and blessed to be a part of
God’s hand by connecting helpers to those
who need help alongside our UCC churches.”
Heather Tuck-Macalla

A Rebirth of
Love and
Neighborliness

Petittis
of
Avon
generously
donated
300 lilies to the
church for use in the
sanctuary for Easter
and to deliver to many
in our church family.
Once again, Pastor Kelly
put out the word and
volunteers stopped in
at the church to pick
up lilies for delivery.
Here, Kyle Bracy is
ready for the next
delivery
round!
Many
thanks
to
Petitti’s and all of the
volunteers who spread
the joy of Easter!

This is
the good news
in which
we hope,
and love
and live!

While the pews are empty, we make
the most of our time apart to tackle
many jobs...
cleaning, painting, repairing, power
washing, special projects, and other
renovations!

Scaffolding
reaches the top windows
for cleaning

Our foreman,
Dave Witzigreuter,
ready for the next job!

May the favor
of the Lord our
God rest on us;
establish the
work of our
hands for us-yes, establish
the work of our
hands.
Psalm 90:17

We are excited about the
arrival of the new church
directories - which arrived just
as the state shutdown took
effect. Not to worry - Carolyn
Coy volunteered to staff drive
by pick up days - complete
with mask and gloves.
Other volunteers, including
Barb and Hal Wherley, have
made personal delivery of
remaining directories. Thank
you all! We may not be able
to gather in person, but the
new directory helps maintain
contact while we wait for
when we can be together!

Have you seen the
hearts around town?
An Avon Lake resident
started a tradition of
“hearting” homes - and
someone “hearted” us!
Thank you!
We love you too!

Our graduating high school seniors gathered
around the church for a drive by parade of church
friends and family. Best wishes to them all!

Jack-n-Jill
students and
teachers said their
goodbyes with a
drive by greeting
and pickup

Mask ministry begins in response to COVID
When a call went out for homemade masks to prevent the spread of COVID 19, ALUCC sewers
answered! To date, over 625 masks have been sewn and distributed. The masks were donated to St.
John Westshore Hospital, UH Hospitals, Kendal at Home, the VA Hospital, local prisons, Haven Center,
St. Paul’s, and Denison UCC, among others in our church family. Our sewing team included Mary
Carlson, Julie Marlin, Ruth Williams, Sharon Parsons, Sharon Davidson, Linda Yonkers, Nany Lilly, Beau
Dansizen, and Lynn Miller. Amy Dansizen used her skills to create knitted earsavers for local nursing
homes and dentistry offices. Cheryl Updegraff coordinated distribution to many of the agencies.
Julie Marlin shared the following about her mask pattern:
The three pleat pattern I use is from the “Deaconess” tradition which is a ministry
started at least 100 years ago by the Evangelical & Reformed branch of the U.C.C.
(Deaconesses hospitals were one of their missions.) For...more than 150 years women’s
groups— particularly of our heritage -- all over have been sewing bandages, cancer
wraps, quilts, aprons and masks to meet the needs of those hospitals. I think this
tradition was originally based in the “Rosie the Riveter” spirit of the Civil War. (Of
course, really...providing for the nameless medical needs of community was happening
in 2nd century Christianity at the time of the Galen Plague. According to Diana Butler
Bass it was how Christians became known as the caregivers in the ancient world.)

[They}seeks out wool and
flax;...and work joyfully
with their hands.
Proverbs 31:13

We celebrated
the baptism of
Mackenzie Ruth Pompeani
in March.

I rejoiced the day
you were baptised,
to see your life unfold.

We celebrated
the wedding of
Taylor Rene Thomas
and
Jacob Hudson Scott
on May 16

Congratulations to
Cortny and Eric Sommer
on the birth of their son,
Lincoln Martin Sommer,
on May 20!

Since the last issue of the
Lighthouse, we mourn the
passing of the following from
our church family:

Pat Anderson
Mimi Cruse
Finley Jackson
Wally Paine
Jim Wise

