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Photos in This Issue of The Lighthouse
In compiling each issue of the Lighthouse, I decide on a theme to add extra color and interest in the
issue. This month I chose the beautiful nature photos of longtime ALUCC member and Church Financial
Secretary, Dave Dibbell. Dave shared the following about his hobby:

My interest in photography goes at least back to high school. I was always there to record activities
such as proms, field trips and class trips. Fast forwarding to when I retired in 1998, my family gave
me a digital camera to ensure that I would have a hobby. My current camera (December 2017 to
present) is a Panasonic Lumix with a 30 X zoom and 12 MP image capability. It is by far my favorite. It
is compact, fits in my shirt pocket and accommodates my style where hiking is the primary objective
and the camera is along for the ride. I do now also occasionally bicycle to the wildlife which also
precludes carrying big cameras with long lenses. With the older model cameras, capture speeds were
slow enough that I normally took 10 photos to be sure to get one worthy of sharing. That is no longer
necessary with my current camera, but I still take a lot of pictures, averaging over 1000 per month. The
current camera has just surpassed 40,000 in less than 3 years.
If you Google David Dibbell-Avon Lake, Ohio, you might come across a couple Plain Dealer articles
written about my adventures with a camera here in the city. Other than wildlife, I dearly love taking
pictures in our National Parks and on travels abroad. How many pictures do I have? I have no idea, but I
still have most of the digital images taken since 1998.
My daily photos and musings reach well beyond the 200 people that I send to as a number of folks
forward them on to friends and family. My clients reach coast to coast and to a couple long-time
friends in Switzerland.
I hope you enjoy seeing
Dave’s photos
and learning about
his hobby!

Thomas Family Joy
1995 till 2020
Kelly had the joy of officiating
at the weddings of both Taylor
and Nicole Thomas this
year. Nicole was married to
Ryan Norris in October and
Taylor to Jacob Scott in May.
Taylor and Nicole were
the first babies Kelly
baptized here at the church
in the summer of 1995!

A Beautiful Afternoon for a Hymn Sing in September

...and Another Beautiful Afternoon for
Senior High Youth Group Leaf Raking
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The next blood drive at ALUCC will be Friday,
January 8 from Noon - 6 pm.
Sign up at www.redcrossblood.org

Welcome to our newest ALUCC members! The following students
were confirmed on September 20 in the sanctuary:
Evan Matthew Argenti
Kyle Matthew Kandra
Cooper Wayne Braun
Grace Ann Ling
Noah Michael Braun		
Elizabeth Paflas
Magnus George Brekke
Ryan Patrick Peterson
Otto R. Burmeister		
Audrey Rodrigues
Kamryn Danielson		
Savannah Michelle Stobe
Jack Haley			
Annabelle Letain Katsitsyahawe White
Rylan Haley			
Claire Elizabeth Zakel
					Savannah Leigh Zaleski

Have You Picked up a Prayer Square?
If anyone has been in the Prayer Room during COVID, you may have noticed a
basket with beautiful fabric squares and inspirational messages.
These squares
are a gift to the church family from Marsha Wisser, longtime ALUCC member.
Marsha began making prayer squares for her brother while he was receiving
chemotherapy.
The square provided comfort, and she made more squares
to share with an Alzheimer’s caregiver group that her brother participated in.
As Marsha shared: Somehow, that little square..that little prayer offered comfort that made a
difference! I lost my brother this past December.., but I have continued to make these prayer
squares and honor him, his courage and commitment to deal with his own health issues and to
care so lovingly for his wife! I make these and my husband
always says “why are you making more? What are you going
to do with them?” My answer is always the same. ”I don’t
know!” But...they always seem to find a home! It is simply my
way of honoring my brother!
Since January of 2019, Marsha has shared over 1400 prayer
squares. She has shared squares with church groups, cancer
patients, memory care facilities, St Paul’s, Dennison UCC,
Neighborhood Alliance, Haven Center, Love, Inc., Vermilion first
grade teachers,
Washington UCC in
Cincinnati, and most
recently the staff at
Westview Elementary.
Marsha added: In the world we live in, it is easy to sometimes
feel hopeless, but having that prayer square in hand is a
reminder we are NEVER alone!
Marsha received this photo on the left from a patient holding her
square while waiting for a blood transfusion.

Family Worship Service in October - in the sanctuary!
Pastors Kelly and Beau held
worship in the sanctuary
in October - masks on,
waves instead of hugs and
handshakes, socially distant
with signups and seating
ahead of time - and many
families and children took
part in the service. The 3rd
graders received Bibles, and
Beau shared his message
“This
Too
Shall
Pass.”

About 50 of us gathered in the sanctuary for
a pre-election prayer service with beautiful
music and scripture reading by Pastor Beau.
Jim Kotora shared a gorgeous rendition of
“America the Beautiful” accompanied by Ruth
Williams. In Kelly’s meditation, she shared
a blessing by John O’Donohue, portions of
an article by Atlanta preacher Andy Stanley
and a devotional written by her friend Allen
Hilton, with advice for how we can care for
ourselves. A link to the video of the service is
available on the church website.

Fall Food Drive
We Give Thanks for Your Generosity!
Our mission partners will soon recieve generous checks to help with all the work they
do thanks to the generosity of our church family. The fall food drive brought in over

$9000 in donations!

Thank you from our mission partners:
Haven Center, the only 24/7 homeless shelter for families in Lorain County
St. Paul’s UCC, our sister church in Ohio City, Cleveland
Avon/Avon Lake CRS (Community Resource Services) serving residents in need of
emergency assistance;
Mercy Resource Mothers in Lorain, supporting new, single, expecting mothers through
their pregnancy and their baby’s first year
Primary Purpose, sober living home
Road to Hope and Margeau’s House, sober living homes
Genesis House, Lorain County’s center for domestic abuse

Since the last issue of the Lighthouse,
we celebrated the baptisms of
Eleanor June Waite,
daughter of Kristen and Coulton Waite, on September 26,
Hannah Elizabeth Cirino,
daughter of Katharine and Tony, on October 18,
Eloise Ann Currie,
daughter of Erika and Joshua, on November 1,
and as part of Confirmation on September 20,
Cooper Wayne Braun,
Grace Ann Ling,
Elizabeth Paflas,
and Savannah Leigh Zaleski

We celebrated the weddings of
Paige Glasser and Jimmy Hessel
on September 5,
and of
Nicole Thomas and Ryan Norris
on October 17

We mourn the passing of the following
from our church family:
Peg Pearson
Janet Eiben
Lois Hartsel

