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Welcome Back Vacation Bible School 2021
Pastor Beau hosted an incredible week for

 over 100 children and volunteers

Here’s a description of the theme for 2021 
“North Castle is hidden in a frozen land. 
The King’s valiant Knights are on a quest in 
search of the King’s Armor. But the armor 
isn’t what they think it is....”  During the 
week, children took on the role of brave 
Knights and embarked on a quest by 
exploring Old and New Testament stories 
to discover different pieces of protective 
armor — the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate 
of Justice, the Shoes of Peace, the Shield of 
Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation.   Armed 
with this wisdom, they explored how that 
armor can work in their own lives as they 
follow and serve God.

And what better way to close out the week 
than with a demonstration of medieval 

armor and jousting.  Yes...JOUSTING!  



(VBS week cont.)
    “We are, we are the Knights of North Castle....”



Jeff and Holly 
Kessler were 

excited to 
drop off their 
purchases...

and Barbara 
and Jim Caldwell 

made their 
annual delivery 

of all of the 
Clothe-a-Kid 

bags to Love Inc!

Candy General, 
Mission Team Chair, 
assembles snack 
bags with a team of 
volunteers for CRS 
Summer Snack Bags.

Our Mission Team Keeps on Giving over the Summer through
 CLOTHE-A-KID and CRS Summer Snack Bags 

This summer marked the 20th year that ALUCC has supported Clothe-a-Kid, a Love, Inc mission 
to match Lorain County churches with children in need of clothing to start the school year.  

Looking back over the church’s records, we have helped a total of 691 children over the 20 
years of our involvement!  Many thanks go to all who have shopped or donated over the years!  

And this marks our 7th year supporting CRS (Avon/Avon Lake Community Resource Services) in 
assembling Summer Snack Bags to be distributed to children during the summer.  The Snack Bags are 
distributed to children who depend on receiving free breakfasts and lunches during the school year. 



A New Tradition:
 2021 SH Serve Local Experience 

Breaking with the tradition of long bus rides, dorm rooms, and 
mission work around the country, summer 2021 inaugurated in 
a “Serve Local Experience” for our Senior High youth and adult 
volunteers.  What didn’t change was the mission work - this year 
working at a variety of locations in Lorain County.  Many of the 
organizations served were regular mission partners, including 
Neighborhood Alliance and St. Paul’s UCC.  As with prior trips 
around the country, Director of Youth Ministries Nate Taylor also 
built in opportunities for WORSHIP and FUN!!  Each day after the 
work was done, all returned to the church for dinner, free time, 
worship and fun,  including a *Color Rush! (*see Nate for details!) 



...and our Junior High Mission Trip served local too!  
18 members of our Junior High Youth Group joined 10 adult volunteers to complete service projects 
locally for Mission Partner St. Paul’s UCC, the Boys and Girls Club of Lorain, Lakeview Park in Lorain, 
the Good 
Neighbor 
Thrift Shop, 
and on our 
own church 
property.  



The Team continued with a showing of the 
film, Harriet, a 2019 American biographical 
film about abolitionist Harriet Tubman.  

The last event featured the 
documentary Purple, followed 
by a Q&A with church member, 
Derek Harley, Republican Staff 
Director of the House Select 
Committee on the Modernization 
of Congress, to discuss efforts 
to encourage civility in politics.  
Purple tells the story of Americans 
with opposing viewpoints 
confronting their disagreements 
head-on and discovering the 
concerns and experiences that 
lie behind each other’s positions.

SUMMER OF JUSTICE 2021
Our Social Justice Team hosted 3 events for our first Summer 
of Justice, a time for examining justice in our community 
and our world.  The events kicked off with a Q & A session 
with Lorain County Commissioner Matt Lundy and Executive 
Director of Genesis House Virginia Beckman.  Matt and 
Virginia discussed ways local government decisions have 
impacted vulnerable populations in our county, and how 
concerned residents and citizens can help those in need.  



...and if you are wondering 
if the above photo is a bear 
paw, you are RIGHT!  Photo 
taken at the campsite, but 
luckily that’s all that was 
spotted of local bears! 

Director of Youth Ministries Nate Taylor 
took a group of 8 high school graduates 
and adult volunteers for a long weekend 
camping in Pennsylvania this summer.  
Here is how Nate described the experience:

An excursion. The woods. The campfire.  
Exploring where they’ve been, how they 
got here, where they are heading, how 
to get the most out of this ride called 
life and how they can be everything God 
hopes they will be and needs them to be.  

The four goals for the weekend: RELAX, 
REFLECT, RECHARGE,  RECOGNIZE.  



...and welcome to membership
 in our church family

Peggy O’Donnell!

Since the last issue of the Lighthouse, 
we celebrated the baptisms of 

Simon Gabriel Lehnerer, child of Jeffrey and 
Jessica

Troy David Gerber, Jr., child of Troy and Erin 
 

Pictured at left is Troy celebrating his 
baptism with his family!

Since the last issue of the Lighthouse, we mourn the 
passing of the following from our church family:

Dennis Runyon
Jim Grady

Kay Novotny


