2021 Missions Accomplished

This was an incredible year thanks to members and
friends of the Avon Lake United Church of Christ
(ALUCC) congregation and to the Good Neighbor
Thrift Shop (GNTS) patrons, volunteers and staff.

Rich General (left), ALUCC Mission Joyce Young (left), ALUCC Mission
team member, delivers check for
team member, delivers check for
$10,000 to Neighborhood Alliance. $5,000 to Community Resource
Services (CRS).

Notes of Appreciation
Many notes of thanks have been received in response of your generous support. These and
several others can be found on our church bulletin board located near the Prayer Room.

The Giving Tree
The need was great this year for clothing, boots, gift cards and
more! The agencies ALUCC supported this year were: Avon
Lake UCC families, Denison UCC, Genesis House, Genesis by
the Lake, Haven, Resource Mothers and boots for St. Paul’s
UCC. Wishes totaled about 425.

“Thank you so much for all the amazing
gifts from ALUCC! I am so grateful, both
for the generosity of the donors, but
even more, for the love and care they
put into the selection, purchasing and
wrapping of the presents. You really
touched a lot of hearts! So grateful.”
Thank you to all who contributed to our
Christmas Mission Giving! Your amazing
generosity touched the lives of many.

Thank you to ALUCC church members Pete
Barth, Tom Hamilton and Barbara Caldwell
Barth
for assisting in the gift delivery.

Tree of Remembrance

An important part of our holiday season is remembering loved ones who are deceased. An
ornament in memory of members and friends of our church family are placed on our beautiful
Tree of Remembrance tree each year. A Service of Remembrance is part of our holiday tradition
as well.

2021 members

Harry Barelka
Betty Coffey
Donna Shiley
Mickey Farmer
James Grady
Kay Novotny
Joseph Novotny

Robert Novotny
Bernie Ogan
Gerry Paine
Dennis Runyon
Mary Lee Tyndall
Lester Wolff

Christmas 2021

“The Light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness
has not overcome it.”

5 p.m. Service for families with young
children and from music from the
worship band.

“O tidings of comfort and joy!”

9 p.m. Candlelight service and music from the
choir and bell choir.

11 p.m. Candlelight service with
music from Anne E. DeChant and
Scott Ewing.

“Welcome to Arizona”

An original Christmas Pageant
This year’s pageant was inspired by the
amazing and creative talent in our children
led by Pastor Beau. “It is the hope that all
children who want to participate have the
opportunity, and that they feel loved and appreciated.”

“The kids worked really hard to make this a great pageant. In fact, they worked
so hard that they wrote this pageant themselves,” said Pastor Beau.

JAMMIE OUTREACH
As a result of the pajama ministry coordinated by Marsha Wisser a collection of over 385 pairs
of soft, warm and beautiful pajamas were donated to several Mission partners: Blessing House,
Resource Mothers, Genesis House, Genesis on the Lake, and Haven Center, as well as one of our
families.
“I want to thank you for supporting our efforts on
our jammie project once again….it truly became just
unbelievable! This was a different year in collecting
Jammie’s, as the first week of the jammie drive requests were coming in and they were flying out the
door,” said Marsha.

“and to each and everyone of you who felt
moved to help those who needed hugged…
by caring…and giving Jammie’s…thank you“

The Busch Caregiver Award Program honors Marsha Wisser

Generations of Caregiving!
The November Caregiver of the Month Award was given
to LIFE: A Dementia Friendly Foundation volunteers—
who happen to be grandmother and granddaughter—
Marsha Wisser (left) and Morgan Frenk (right).
Throughout the pandemic, Morgan and Marsha put
together care packages with goodies and activities, and
delivered them to homebound group members at LIFE.
Their nominator says how both “always go above and
beyond and are so instrumental in helping make a
difference.”
Thank you, Morgan and Marsha, for the support you
continue to offer!

Dale Cracas Day in Avon Lake
Dale Cracas,
Cracas longtime Avon Lake School Board member
and retired teacher, attended his last board meeting
and was recognized for his decades of service to the
community. Mayor Greg Zilka proclaimed December 15,
2021, to be “Dale Cracas Day” in Avon Lake.
At age 81, Dale has decided not to seek additional time
on the Board of Education. Cracas said he plans to “take
it a little bit easier” and do some behind-the-scenes
work. He also intends to see if there are any openings
on city commissions.

Maryann Ruben hosts a “Moms Retreat”
There are no plays in the book of parenting for enduring a worldwide pandemic.
Time Out For Mom hosted by Maryann
Ruben focused on coping with the fallout
of the pandemic on parents and children.
The intention was to add a few tools to the spiritual toolbox and rejuvenate with hope for
the new year. And hopefully, moms came away knowing that they were not alone, and by
God, more than good enough for this place and time.

Good Neighbor Thrift Shop
Welcome new staff to the shop:
Jill Eston

Chris Spaetzel

Remembering our volunteers:
Sympathy to the families of
Vicki Fritzman
Georgeanne Danch

The warehouse rennovations have begun!
Much needed updates are underway at the warehouse. Soon
the space will be brighter and have more space. While the remodeling is underway the warehouse
will be closed.

Scott McNutt (top),
Pete Barth and Dave
Witzigreuter (right)
prep and clean the
rooms for remodeling.

Rooms cleaned and
prepped for for painting!

Celebrating baptisms, weddings and new members!
Baptisms

Marvin Oliver Cooper Jr.,
Jr.,
Son of Corinne (Harris)
and Marvin Cooper Sr. and
grandchild of Tim and Anita
Harris.

Weddings

Alexander Washburn and Renee Cory,
December 30, 2021
Natalie Catherine Davis
and Stephen Brandon
Streets, February 22,
2022

New Members
Since the last issue of the “Lighthouse”, we mourn the passing
of the following members of our
church family:
Pat Black,
Black January 17, 2022
Bob Morris, February 23, 2022

Joining the church on Feb 27, 2022 were:
Heather Ferguson,
Ferguson, Avon
Karen and Scott Francy,
Francy, Avon Lake
Kathy Hejduk,
Hejduk, Avon Lake
Jenn and Dan Judkins,
Judkins, Avon Lake
Ellyn and Ben Lykins,
Lykins, Avon Lake
Jeff and Katrina Ryder,
Ryder, North Ridgeville
Joe and Alexa Stark,
Stark, Bay Village

